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Save the canyon
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Audrey Ortiz, Staff Writer

Live Oak Canyon is at risk for 
development for luxury homes. 

A non-profit movement ca-
lled “Save Live Oak Canyon” 
is gaining attention as more 
and more of the public become 
aware of the development plans. 
“Save Live Oak Canyon” is a fun-
draising effort to purchase the 
120 acres of land and keep it 
preserved. 

About 5 miles from down-
town Redlands, Live Oak Can-
yon was named for its oak trees. 
It is a large area of land between 
Yucaipa, Redlands and Moreno 
Valley. It is home to the winding 
San Timoteo Road which con-
nects San Bernardino County 
with Riverside County and pro-
vides an alternative route to the 
10, 60, and 215 freeways.

The Canyon is mostly known 
for the famous Live Oak Canyon 
Pumpkin Patch. Some people 
who drive through the canyon 
may notice the sporadic but glo-
rious mansions or horse proper-
ties within the canyon, but few 
people know the history behind 
it.

Live Oak Canyon was once 
inhabited by native Americans 
and the land was, and still is, 
considered sacred.  The land has 
rembrandts of those who once 
lived in it, and even aerial shots 
show a geoglyph that still exists 
in the canyon. 

Retired RUSD English Tea-

cher Sondra Hodson, is familiar 
with the canyon and the preser-
vation movement. In a recent 
interview, Hodson said “I am 
so grateful that you are doing 
an article on this. I have lived 
near the area that the Redlands 
Conservancy is working to pre-
serve most of my life and have 
walked all over it and ridden my 
horses there for about 50 years. 
I don’t have much information 
on the history of the area, but I 
do know that it is considered a 
sacred site by local Native Ame-
ricans. Check out www.saveli-
veoakcanyon.org. This site has 
a video about the Native Ameri-
can connection.”

“The part of the canyon that 
I am most familiar with is what 
is now called the Herngt ‘Aki’  
(“Rattlesnake’s House”) Preser-
ve and the land near it, some 
of which, I believe is still under 
consideration for development”  
Hodson said. 

“I have seen lots of wildli-
fe down there. I see coyotes all 
the time. I have also seen deer, 
bobcats, rattlesnakes, gopher 
snakes, cottontail rabbits, jack 
rabbits, crows, owls, hawks, 
golden eagles, ravens, ground 
squirrels, and gophers. Though 
I’ve never seen them others 
have also seen a mountain lion 
and wild pigs. In addition, in 
the spring there are all kinds of 
wildflowers!  The area is full of 
native plants as well.”

If the current land owner sells 

the land to the developers, these 
acres of land, which are home 
to many indigenous animals 
and plant life, will be destro-
yed. If we destroy their habitats, 
the animals will be forced into 
neighborhoods or other parts 
of the canyon, or die. Develo-
ping the area will also negatively 
affect humans who actively hike 
or bike the terrain. 

“Save Live Oak Canyon” ne-
eds to raise nearly 10 million do-
llars to purchase the land from 
the owners. If they can purchase 
it, they will protect it as a public 
land and keep it from develop-
ment for many years to come.  

Hodson said, “My memories 
of the area start in the 1960s. I 
remember there was a period of 
time when motorcyclists used 
it for off-roading. They tore up 
much of the land and created 
deep-rutted trails all over the 
place.  I can remember wonde-
ring if the land would ever reco-
ver from the abuse it took then. 
That is when I learned that natu-
re is very forgiving. The owners 
of the land fenced it off and after 
a few years you couldn’t tell that 
the area had been so messed 
up.”  

“During the late 60s early 
70s (and probably before) it also 
became ‘the’ place for big drin-
king parties. Kids from RHS and 
other schools went down there 
on Friday nights to party. I ne-
ver did, but I heard about them 
when I was at RHS and saw the 

aftermath the next morning 
when I rode my horse down the-
re. I also remember there was a 
small fenced arena not too far 
from the houses on Sutherland 
Drive where we practiced for 
horse shows.”

“There was also a time when 
they ran long-horned cattle in 
the area. Around 100 acres of 
the land was fenced off then, but 
we sneaked through the fence 
anyway.  It was fun to walk or 
ride horses down there and see 
the cows lying under the trees 
chewing their cud.  We did have 
to watch out for the big bull, 
though.”

“I have had so many wonder-
ful experiences while walking 
and riding in this area.  One of 
my favorite memories was on 
an early morning walk I took 
with one of my dogs.  Just as 
we rounded a corner of the rut-
ted dirt road, a large jack rabbit 
leaped from a small ravine that 
ran beside the road. He cleared 
the road with room to spare and 
bounded up the hill.  Before I 
had a chance to recover from the 
surprise of this, a coyote zipped 
across the road after the rabbit.  
It reminded me of the coyote 
and roadrunner cartoons with 
a jack rabbit standing in for the 
roadrunner,” Hodson said. 
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Dear underclassmen: advice from
graduating seniors 

Jenna Foster, Staff Writer

To all the underclassmen at 
RHS:

My name is Jenna Foster and 
I’m currently a senior. I know 
what it’s like to struggle throug-
hout high school and drown in 
stress from procrastination. 
Since I was a freshman, I drea-
mt of finally walking on my gra-
duation day obtaining my diplo-
ma and being congratulated for 
all my hard work, being able to 
attend the college of my dreams. 
I’m here to give you advice so 
that you can also achieve that 

same goal.
First things first;
Don’t be like me. Procrasti-

nation is not the way to go espe-
cially during your most impor-
tant years (junior and senior). 
You may feel like you can finish 
all that homework in one night 
but let me tell you, it will catch 
up to you. You’ll be up all night 
crying to yourself because you 
didn’t complete that anatomy 
packet that was given to you a 
month ago. Or you’ll be in his-
tory in Mr. Ford’s class and wait 
until the day before your test to 
do all the homework that was 
assigned two weeks ago. Don’t 
be that person. Don’t be like me 
and start your essay three hours 
before it’s due when it was assig-
ned weeks ago. Complete your 
homework on time and you will 
eliminate mounds of stress. It is 
extremely important that you do 

your work and understand what 
you’re learning.

Second;
Your GPA will follow you fore-

ver. Don’t feel pressured to take 
hard classes because they could 
potentially drop your GPA if you 
slip too much. Don’t think that 
you can slack in freshman and 
sophomore year and then make 
it up junior and senior year. 
That isn’t how it works. Your 
GPA will be weighted and your 
overall GPA will significantly 
decrease. A small percentage of 
this decrease could result in a 
much higher opportunity cost 
when you’re applying to college. 
Take classes that you can hand-
le when you’re given the option, 
and make sure to do your work 
on time and do it efficiently.

Third;
STUDY for your tests. I can’t 

express how important this is. 

Many classes make their tests 
worth more than anything. I 
personally was not a great stu-
dier, but I wish I could go back 
and spend more time practicing 
for my upcoming tests. That 1% 
difference could make a huge 
impact in your overall grade. 
Speaking about tests, please stu-
dy for the SAT. Make sure that 
you take the PSAT because it se-
verely increases your chances of 
scoring higher on the real thing. 
And for juniors about to be se-
niors; it’s crucial for you to fill 
out your FAFSA and apply for as 
many scholarships as you can. 
Never hold yourself back and 
aim for the greatest. Apply to as 
many colleges as you can. And 
remember, community college 
is amazing and a great way to 
save money. Going to communi-
ty doesn’t make you any less of a 
person than those who are going 

to a university. 
Lastly:
Have fun. Join clubs and 

sports, something that I never 
did. It’s a great way to obtain 
scholarships and it helps you 
look better on transcripts. High 
school is only a small fraction of 
your life. It goes by quickly and 
you want it to be something to 
remember. Don’t lose yourself 
in pointless drama. Remove to-
xic people from your life and fo-
cus on yourself. And remember, 
it’s okay if you don’t know what 
you want to do after high school. 
Many people don’t. Explore your 
options and passions and keep 
in mind that it’s okay to change 
your mind. 

Kristine Tran, Photography Editor

Hello fellow students of 
RHS!

I am Kristine, class of 2018 
and I am here to give you a few 
advice about high school and 
tips you can possibly use further 
along the line.  

First one is, do not procrasti-

nate. Seriously, I am sure many 
people have told you that you 
should not procrastinate; the 
work will surly pile up and you 
will be feel extremely overwhel-
med. 

Second, surround yourself 
with positive people. People who 
will support you, be there for you 
when life is beating you down 
and when you are striving. The-
re will always be a small group of 
people who are just waiting for 
your smallest slip ups and strive 
on your failures; you don’t need 
that. Circle yourself with positi-
ve vibes!

Last, but not least be proud 
of yourself. There is no need 

to compare yourself to other 
people. If you are doing great, 
keep doing what you are doing.

There’s no one you need to 
be better than than who you 
were yesterday, if you made a 
mistake, find a way to fix it. If 
you are not satisfied with your 
choices, make alternative choi-
ces, but there is never a need to 
change or compare yourself to 
others.

We are all our own unique 
self, it is often easy for people to 
forget themselves in high school. 
Don’t let that happen, embrace 
yourself. 

Additionally, college, college 
is a huge milestone after high 

school. Many of us are often ner-
vous or weary of what to do next, 
and that is why we seek help at 
our counselor’s office. Howe-
ver, there will be times where 
our counselors will be extremely 
busy with other students; a word 
of advice would be that you do 
some research.

Try and think of anyone you 
know that has already been 
through what you are going 
through currently, and ask them 
for tips. It will help you lots! 

Here are some key things you 
should do: 

Apply for FAFSA
Apply for scholarships 
Apply to colleges you are in-

terested in, vice versa.
Seek help when you need 

it, because honestly you do not 
want to mess up the first step 
into a new chapter in your life.

Also, high school is difficult 
but it is not impossible. Anyone 
can do it, you just need to put in 
your best effort. Do not expect to 
get 100% when you only put in 
30%. You don’t know what you 
are capable of until you try it. 

“If you can’t fly then run, if 
you can’t run then walk, if you 
can’t walk then crawl, but wha-
tever you do you have to keep 
moving forward.” 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Stay classy terriers! 

Isabella Rainbolt
Audrey Ortiz, Staff Writer

Freshman Isabella Rainbolt, 
artist of many forms, has crea-
ted beautiful drawings to help 
her through rough times and to 
give her a creative outlet.

Isabella says she turned to 
writing and art in her harder ti-
mes. “In the ‘dark hours’ I felt 
like I had nobody to turn to, so 
I went to art and writing,” she 
says. “My art and poems have 
since helped some people I 
know by giving them hope, and 
someone to say ‘I’m not alone’ 
to.”

    Writing poems has helped 
get her feelings in a form she 
can understand.

Some of the people she has 
affected along the way let her 
know her art or writing is so-
mething they relate to. Isabella 
gives others hope by the poems 
she writes and art she creates.

“This is something I choose 
to do in my free time, but the art 
is in happier spirits,” she says.  

 “This is not aimed at 
a specific age group, because 
anyone from anywhere can do 
anything,” Isabella said.

 Her art is emotional. 
One can see the light in her art, 
in contrast to the darkness. She 
has many pieces that are sim-

ple yet meaningful. Some pieces 
have a modern or contempo-
rary look with anything from 
stark angles and vivid colors to 
shadowing, shading, or blurred 
lines. Most are in black and whi-
te with a pop of color added to 
half the page. Some of her art is 
symmetrical while other pieces 
intentionally lack balance and 
convey a message or examine a 
thought.  Isabella says she likes 
to use contrasts because, “Bright 
colors always show that even in 
the darkest situations, there is 
color.”

Isabella keeps a portfolio 
with her artwork and poetry. 
She typically uses paper and 
pencil graphite or colored pen-
cils, but sometimes watercolor 
and paint. One thing that Isabe-
lla wouldn’t mind doing is taking 
her talent to other communities. 
“I would go to the most beaten 
down community and choose a 
wall and paint a mural on it.,” 
she says.

Isabella also writes a variety 
of poetry and some prose. Occa-
sionally her poetry is within an 
art piece, but many times she 
keeps the two separate.

Her poetry is powerful and 
metaphoric. “Writing and art 
has helped me get my feelings 
into a form that I could unders-

tand myself. The art and poems 
have affected people around me 
by either giving them a glimpse 
of my brain, or giving them so-
mething to relate to,” Isabella 
said.

Isabella credits many things 
in her life, “Family, art, and 
friends, because without these 
everything would be a struggle.”

Isabella gets much of her ins-
piration for her pieces from the 
band 21 Pilots and from other 
motivations.  When asked what 
her favorite quote is, Isabella 
said, “The sun will will rise and 
we will try again, by Tyler Jose-
ph.”

Isabella lives by the perso-
nal creed, “Always do my best, 
to take what I have and push 
through the droughts and chan-
nel the inevitable.”

In addition to her artistic ta-
lent, Isabella has big goals for 
the future. “In ten years I see 
myself being a newly graduate of 
college after studying vet medi-
cine.”

When asked what she would 
like to be most known for, Isa-
bella says “For my kindness and 
my good ability.” With her ta-
lented artistry and writing, she 
is certainly a bright inspiration 
for many.
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