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Spreading the Joyn SNEAK 

PEEK
School. For this 15th year, the 
ultimate goal was to reach an 
even higher amount of dona-
tions from the student body, 
staff, sports clubs, and general 
community; For this to have 
happened, donations would had 
to have exceeded the approxi-
mately 1800-2000 toys collec-
ted last year in 2016.

Although the Stuff-A-Bus toy 
drive in 2017 did not beat this 
goal, it was still very successful. 
According to Sgt. Marmolejo, 
the offi cers were able to deliver 
approximately 350 toys to the 
Redlands Community Center 
for its Block Party. Additionally, 
nearly 4000 kids and parents 
attended the party on December 
16, 2017.

These large quantities of toys 
are only part of the full story, 
as throughout its entirety, the 
Stuff-A-Bus toy drive has collec-
ted 15,700 toys and 195 bicycles 
over the course of 14 years.

These toys have provided 
holiday gifts to families going 
through rough times the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a basic aspect of 
the holiday spirit, thanks to both 
the benevolent donations to and 
endorsement of the Stuff-A-Bus 
toy drive by local community 
members. Although the event 
has already passed, anyone who 
missed it can always plan to 

Redlands - An examina-
tion of the annual Stuff-A-
Bus Toy Drive and what it 
seeks to accomplish this 
year.

Within the Redlands com-
munity, the Redlands Uni-
fi ed School District safety de-
partment annually coordinates 
the Stuff-A-Bus toy drive at Red-
lands High School during the ho-
liday season, an event in which 
toy donations are placed in a bus 
to be donated to children.

Last year was no exception, as 
the Stuff-A-Bus toy drive was put 
into effect once again; the out-
look and manner of conduction 
of this event being revealed after 
an interview with Sgt. Daniel Fe-
lix Marmolejo, one of the main 
organizers of this event. With 
this interview, many important 
details have been brought forth.

One of these important details 
is what the toy drive seeks to ac-
complish, to which Sgt. Marmo-
lejo has stated that it is to collect 
donated toys from the local Red-
lands community and give them 
to unfortunate kids who are in 
need of them.

This has been the general goal 
of the Stuff-A-Bus toy drive for 
the past 14 years since the drive 
fi rst started at Redlands High 

catch the next Stuff-A-Bus toy 
drive in this year.

 Anyone can donate a toy as 
long as they are appropriate for 
infants through school age stu-
dents and the collected toys will 
be taken to the Christmas Com-
munity Block Party for distribu-
tion on December 16 from 9 am 
to noon. 

Sgt. Marmolejo is very proud 
of the people of Redlands High 
School and the “great success 
and contribution RHS was able 
to contribute to many unfortu-
nate community kids.”

What Sgt. Marmolejo enjoys 
most about being part of this 
event is how both he along with 
the Department of Safety are 

able to experience seeing their 
students, staff, and communi-
ty members come together and 
unite in helping unfortunate 
students to receive a gift during 
the holidays. 

Some say that all it takes is 
one gesture of goodwill to help 
brighten someone’s day, and 
the Stuff-A-Bus toy drive provi-
des the Redlands High School 
student body the chance to do 
exactly that. This toy drive exem-
plifi es what the saying means 
by, “A little kindness goes a long 
way.” Those invovled believe 
that just giving one toy is more 
than enough to help spread the 
joy to everyone.
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Orange Drop, Drop Top
Audrey Ortiz, Staff  Writer

The Redlands committee 
came together to host the 
fi rst ever Orange Drop in 
downtown Redlands. 

At the Orange Drop there 
were activities such as a DJ, dan-
cing, and a few vendors, as well 
as various restaurants down-
town providing VIP sections for 
people wanting to view the Oran-
ge Drop. 

This event was inspired by 
the pinecone drop in Flagstaff 
Arizona. It began at 6 PM and 
ended after midnight. This is 
a new tradition that Redlands 
hopes to be bringing to the city 
Towards the beginning of the 
night, hardly any people were 
in downtown either to admire 
it or to stop by and see what it 
was about. It was not until later 
in the night that the street began 
to fl ood with people wanting a 
good view of the Orange Drop. 
The streets began to fi ll around 
11 o’clock, when the restaurants 
encouraged people to now leave 
the restaurant and see the Oran-
ge Drop. The vendors included 
cotton candy and selling orange 
hats.

A few of Redlands’ already 
popular downtown attractions 
were found to be very popular 
during the Orange Drop, inclu-

ding the arch of lights in the alley 
and the Christmas tree. Among 
the decorations that downtown 
had. They also closed down half 
of State Street for this event and 
many other small businesses 
were open for people to enjoy or 
pop into when the cold Decem-
ber became too unbearable.

Restaurants including Speak 
Easy and The State were just 
some of the places that provided 
VIP sections for people to reser-

ve ranging anywhere from 125 
to 165 dollars. This also inclu-
ded preferred VIP parking, a live 
band, a dessert bar, and drinks 
and champagne available for 
purchase to ring in the new year.

Dancing, music, and happi-
ness fi lled the air of downtown 
as the streets began to pack with 
people fi lling in spots to see the 
Orange Drop. They stopped the 
music fi ve minutes before to 
fl ip the switch to see the oran-

ge, lighting it up in orange and 
green lights exposing the orange 
balloons that fi lled the inside. 

When the countdown began, 
the orange began to descend. 
At the strike of twelve the oran-
ge opened revealing a neon sign 
that read “2018” in bright orange 
numbers. Orange balloons fi lled 
the air and fl oor as people chee-
red and kissed and yelled out to 
bring in the new year in rejoice. 
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Sofia Alfano, Staff Writer
Dr. Terrence Roberts, a 

member of the historic Litt-
le Rock Nine, gave a power-
ful speech about race and 
his experiences at Central 
High School at Redlands 
First United Methodist 
Church on November 8th.

Dr. Terrance Roberts’ lectu-
re on November 8th 2017 at the 
Redlands First United Metho-
dist Church aimed to shed light 
on the topics of racism and dis-
crimination. He went onto talk 
about his beginning encounters 
with racism. 

“There is no such thing as 
race” said Roberts, who said the-
re was no concept of race before 
the 16th Century. Roberts recalls 
his mother teaching him that 
race was a fallacy, which caused 
him to deal with people based on 
character rather than their race.

 Roberts has brought atten-
tion to a 335-year timeline of 
racism beginning in 1619 when 
the first arrival of Africans to 
Jamestown, Virginia, for slave 
labor until the landmark Brown 
v. Topeka (Kansas) Board of 
Education case in 1954 when 
the Supreme Court decided that 
state laws separating blacks and 
whites were unconstitutional. 
The Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion case dealt specifically with 
school segregation.  

 Roberts recalled the bullying 
and stigma surrounding Little 
Rock Central High School when 
he entered 11th grade in 1957. 
There was an order for the Na-
tional Guard to come out to pro-
tect African-American students 
trying to register.

 After the Brown decision, 
representatives from the Little 
Rock school board came to Ro-
berts Middle School and annou-
nced that Little Rock Central 
High School was to be desegre-
gated. The school board asked 
for volunteers, and 150 African 
American students wanted to 
go. Most of their parents were 
fearful and vetoed the idea. The-
re were only 10 students allowed 

to attend, and one student was 
removed after a parent was 
threatened with being fired by 
his white employer.

 Roberts says there is a four-
step process of coming from the 
inside out. The first step is high 
level self-awareness. This means 
knowing how to define race and 
what it means in the world.

 “What are you willing to do 
to change that? Are you willing 
to face the facts?” Roberts ques-
tions. Step two is commitment. 
There is a spectrum of com-
mitment. The low commitment 
end of the spectrum is filled with 
people who will ‘do what they 
can’. On the other end of the 
spectrum encompasses people 
who will ‘do whatever it takes’. 
Step three is to look at the avai-
lable options. “Your biggest pos-
session is your storehouse of 
ignorance,” Roberts says, “My 
storehouse of ignorance is vast, 
but the saving grace is I know 
it.” “Add to your storehouse of 
knowledge so that your store-
house of ignorance diminishes.” 
The fourth step is to take action. 
“You have to be willing to do the 
hard work of moving to where 
you are to where you want to 
be,” Roberts says.

 To deal with the bullying he 
endured, Roberts recalls rating 
the insults hurled at him. “It put 
me in charge,” Roberts said.

 During the questions portion 
of the lecture, Roberts delved 
into his experiences at Central 
High School. “Not every teacher 
wanted to kill us. It was so cool,” 
he said.  

Roberts also talked about 
the emotional firestorm caused 
when a young white student na-
med Robin Woods shared her 
algebra book with him. He said 
that it caused so much tension 
that she was pressured to leave 
school.

 “Did you see a difference bet-
ween the white religious com-
munity and the white nonreli-
gious community?” an audience 
member asked.

 “There was no discernable 

 Little Rock, Quick Talk

difference,” he answered. “In 
fact, I knew for a fact that there 
were some people in the mob 
that had been in church the day 
before.”

 On the topic of racism, fear, 
and hatred, Roberts said that, 
“those are things we step into 
at birth...the growth process. I 
learned about fear while I was at 
Central. I was looking at fear the 
wrong way. I was charging other 
people with the responsibility of 
my fear. When I realized that my 
fear was my chosen response, I 
began to own it. This is my fear. 
I’ve got to deal with it.”

 The power of habit causes 
people to do things without thin-
king. He told the story of a hus-
band whose wife would cook a 
pot roast. The husband thought 
this was wasteful, and questio-
ned his wife about it.

 “That’s the way we always 
cooked pot roast in my family,” 
the wife answered.

 The husband than asked his 
wife’s mother why she cut off the 
ends of the pot roast. His wife’s 
mother gave the same answer as 
his wife.

 Since his wife’s grandmother 
was still alive, the husband asked 
the elderly lady why she cut off 
the ends of the pot roast. The 
grandmother answered that the 
pan wasn’t big enough for the 
entire pot roast, so she had to cut 

the ends off.
 This logic applies to racism.
“The one thing I would teach 

high school students would be 
to think critically,” Dr. Roberts 
said.
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Samantha Dobey, Staff Writer
Les Chanteuses is a fe-

male show choir taught by 
Mr. Diaz. Several members 
of Les Chanteuses spoke 
about their experiences in 
the choir. 

Gabby Sy, sophomore, says 
that Les Chanteuses has, “ope-
ned her eyes to how music can 
really affect someone’s life.” De-
borah Panggabean, sophomore, 

says that Les Chanteuses has 
allowed her to, “meet so many 
new friends.”

Both these girls say they have  
“gained a new family through 
music.”

Speaking in more competitive 
terms, this year, LC has partici-
pated in a festival, choir concert, 
and a retreat. 

Their first festival this year 
took place on November 16 and 

was held at University of Red-
lands. The choir concert was in 
Clock Auditorium on October 10. 

During the second week of 
school, the show choir spent a 
weekend away. This year the 
retreat took place in Palm De-
sert ad was from August 18 to 
20. Deborah says, “retreat is a 
time of singing, having fun, and 
bonding.” Deborah adds on by 
saying, “we spend our time in lip 

sync battles and simp time.”
LC has  been spending majo-

rity of their time preparing and 
rehearsing for their choir concert 
on December 5. This year, Les 
Chanteuses has been provided 
with new apparel. The program 
has been changed their outfits by 
getting new dresses. Every year, 
the choir goes on tour to compe-
te with other show choirs. This 
year, the choir will be going to 
San Francisco from April 7 to 10. 

Les Chanteuses
When asked, what do you 

enjoy most about LC, Deborah 
says, “I wouldn’t want to end my 
day anywhere else. Everyone can 
relate so if you have a bad day, 
they can help you out.” 

Les Chanteuses appears to be 
an enjoyable experience, accor-
ding to Deborah and Gabby. One 
fact is undeniable however, and 
it is Les Chanteuses’ continued 
success.

Daniel Godinez, Staff Write

Food class is having their 
“1st Annual Culinary Cook-
off” with the mayor of Red-
lands, and other special 
guests as judges.

The event started Thursday 
November 16, 2nd Period. This 
was a one day event where stu-
dents from Ms. del Rosario’s 
Food II and Advance classes 
made Disney themed food. The-
re were six teams of two to three 
students, they were given thirty 
to thirty-five minutes to cook, 
plate, and present their food to 
the judges. Six different teams 
means six different Disney the-
mes. The six Disney themed 
foods are from Aladdin, Lilo and 
Stitch, Lion King, Mulan, Prin-
cess and the Frog, and The Feast. 
The winning team received piz-
za from the ASB, and the entire 
Advance Culinary of Arts Class 
received a certificate . Before the 
event started, Jenna Foster, one 
of the cooks in this event said, “I 
feel anxious yet excited, because 
we have to act professional and 
cook meals in front of important 
figures in the Redlands commu-
nity.”

Sergeant Marmolejo has 
contacted Ms. del Rosario, the 
Culinary Arts teacher, to see if 
she was interested in getting 
her Foods Advanced Combina-
tion Class to participate in its’ 
“1st Annual Culinary Cook-off .” 
He said, “I personally felt that 
this event is a great opportuni-
ty for the Department of Safety 
to reach out to the students in a 
different capacity, build a posi-
tive interaction rapport through 

Food for Redlands
a different lens besides the en-
forcement aspects of a Safety 
Department. This also gives our 
own RHS students an oppor-
tunity to interact with the De-
partment of Safety and our city 
official judges during an intense 
competition at a different level 
coming from our own City of 
Redlands and Redlands Unified 
School District dignitaries.  Ms. 
del Rosario was able to confirm 
that her students were excited to 
participate in the 1st Annual Cu-
linary Cook-off.”

Sergeant Marmolejo had con-
tacted the Judges for this event, 
they are Mr. Mauricio Arellano, 
Redlands Unified School District 
Superintendent, Mr. Jim O’Neal, 
Redlands Unified School District 
School Board Member, Ms. Kate 
Bartells, Redlands High School 
Principal, Chief Mark Garcia, 
Redlands Police Department, 
and Mr. Paul Foster, City of Red-
lands Mayor.

As the event came to a close, a 
winner was decided, Andrew Zu-
bia and Bailey Valcarcel are the 
winners of the Cook-off event, 
with their Disney theme food 
based on Mulan. Bailey Valcar-
cel said, “I was really excited and 
honored to win in front of the 
mayor and everyone that parti-
cipated.”

When the event was over 
Ms. del Rosario was asked if she 
could see this happening next 
year, she said, “Probably. The 
first time is always the hardest, 
and there are aspects you need 
to think about in terms of how to 
prepare for it, how to conduct it, 
and who will be involved in the 
judging.”
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