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Morgan Taylor, Staff Writer

This year, the Special Educa-
tion department at RHS decided 
to donate money that they fun-
draised through recycling to Hu-
rricane Harvey relief efforts, and 
planned a scavenger hunt for the 
students of RHS.

The students of the Special 
Education department come by 
each week to collect the recycling 
(plastic bottles and such) that 
the teachers at RHS accumulate. 
This month, the students decided 
to donate the money they made 
from these weekly visits to Hu-
rricane Harvey relief efforts in 
Texas.

The recycling program is re-
latively new at RHS, since this 
particular Special Needs class is 
still in its first month of existen-
ce. Mrs. McNair says that this 
program was at Redlands East 
Valley High School (REV) be-
fore, and other clubs collected 
the recycling. Since it is the first 
month of the recycling collection, 
the students have not yet had the 
opportunity to donate anywhere 
else.

Mrs. McNair, a special educa-
tion teacher here at RHS, says, 
“We [Mrs. McNair and her class] 
watch news stories daily and had 
been following the terrible situa-
tion in both Texas and Florida. 
There was a certain interview 
that really touched us out of Key 
West with an older father crying 
that he hadn’t had any food or 
water to give his family for 2 days. 
None of the students have perso-
nal money but they unanimously 
voted to give our first month of 
recycling money to the hurricane 
victims.”

Hurricane Harvey relief efforts 
have been extensive. Celebrities, 
like Kim Kardashian West and 
Sandra Bullock, have donated 
exorbitant amounts of money, 
and the Red Cross has supported 
Texas, as well as Florida, throug-
hout the crisis. However, the Red 
Cross is not the only organization 
worth contributing to.

The Special Education stu-
dents chose to donate their mo-
ney to an “... organization that 
was buying wheelchairs for tho-
se with physical disabilities that 
were caught in the flooding and 
had to leave their chairs behind.”

A well-known charity known 
as the Young Men’s Christian 
Association (YMCA) is extremely 
relevant not only in the world 
of philanthropy, but in the day-
to-day lives of regional people. 
The YMCA has even established 
a branch here in Redlands, and 
has programs that offer work op-
portunities and hosts other phi-
lanthropic events.

The YMCA provides an inex-
pensive way to meet all everyday 
needs. It has a day care for chil-
dren, a gym, and camps that 
arrange activities and events to 
keep kids occupied. It even has 
camps that administer help to 
those who need a different kind 
of care. 

“We provide assistance to pa-
rents and providers seeking re-
sources on disabilities and other 
special needs, training, parent 
support, inclusive child care, 
ADA regulations, and referrals to 
community programs and resou-
rces…” (www.ymca.org) says the 
YMCA.

Not only does the Special Edu-
cation department get involved 
with events occurring outside of 
Redlands society, but they also 
try to make the RHS community 
a more fun and inclusive place. 

For instance, when a teacher 
from the Special Education de-
partment read about painted 
rocks being hidden around Red-
lands from the Redlands Daily 
Facts newspaper, it was soon im-
plemented by the Special Educa-
tion program at RHS.

“#RedlandsRocks touts itself 
as an initiative to “raise com-
munity spirit” through the de-
corating, hiding, finding and 
re-hiding of rocks in Redlands 
and Loma Linda. The group was 
inspired by similar groups in the 
Inland Empire and beyond,” says 

the Redlands Daily Facts (www.
redlandsdailyfacts.com). 

The Special Education de-
partment took this idea and put 
their own twist on it. First, the 
students have fun painting the 
rocks vibrant colors. Then, ins-
tead of being hidden around 
Redlands, the painted rocks are 
stashed around the Redlands 
High School campus. Once that 
has been accomplished, all there 
is left to do is wait for them to be 
found.

There are 65 painted rocks 
hidden around Redlands High 
School. However, only 10 of tho-
se 65 have been turned in so far. 

If you find a painted rock, 
bring it to the Special Education 
department. You’ll get to meet 
and talk to the students there, 
and enjoy an otter pop!

The painted rocks scaven-
ger hunt was created not only 
in order for the students to have 
a good time, but to offer them a 
learning opportunity concerning 
the campus of RHS and its Gene-
ral Education students.

“We decided it would be a fun 
way to not only get to paint but 
to get to know the campus layout 
by hiding the rocks and then to 
get to know students when they 
brought them back to the clas-
sroom,” says Mrs. McNair.

The PossAbilities club at RHS 
strives to help the special educa-
tion students be more included in 
events at school. They organize 
events like family game night and 
hold meetings weekly, on Tues-
days at lunch either at room 24 or 
Grace Mullen auditorium.

Mrs. McNair says, “PossA-
bilities is through Loma Linda 
University and focuses on each 
individuals’ strengths rather than 
weakness. We have a strong and 
enthusiastic club on campus that 
organizes fun and interactive 
activities that integrate our stu-
dents with general education stu-
dents. The largest annual event is 
the Prom on campus in May each 
year.”

PossAbilities coordinates a 

prom in May for the students 
of the Special Education de-
partment because of the necessi-
ty of taking into consideration the 
particular aspects of each person. 
The students often can’t attend 
the General Education prom at 
the end of the year due to the 
various characteristics of each 
person that has to be taken into 
account.

“Our program accomplishes 
this through advocacy, mento-
ring, providing peer support and 
resources, and creating oppor-
tunities through physical, emo-
tional, spiritual, intellectual and 
social interaction. PossAbilities 
celebrates the value of each indi-
vidual regardless of their limita-
tions and supports their role as a 
valued member of the communi-
ty,” (www.teampossabilities.org) 
says the PossAbilities program 
at Loma Linda University Health 
department.

Through the Special Educa-
tion program at RHS, students 
have the chance to be integrated 
into different work programs and 
accomplish a measure of social 
growth.

“There are three classrooms in 
the program that serves students 
affected by moderate disabilities. 
Each of the classes have many 
things going. Students in our 
classes are mostly over 18 and so 
the focus is on community and 
campus based work opportuni-
ties,” says Mrs. McNair.

One aspect that the special 
education students focus on is “...
kindness in our [Mrs. McNair’s] 
class and participate in kindness 
acts numerous times during the 
week. Just yesterday our students 
bought lunch for the employee 
that took our recycling since he 
had been super welcoming to us,” 
says Mrs. McNair.

Mrs. McNair says, “Ama-
zing students and amazing staff 
here [the Special Education 
department]...” she also says, 
“Come on by and meet this great 
group of young adults!”
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Yosef Al-Emeri, Opinions Editor

Redlands High School - An 
overlook into current plans for 
building a fence around the en-
tire school campus in the near 
future

Here at Redlands High 
School, there are plans for buil-
ding a fence surrounding the 
entire school campus very soon. 
To help with clarifying the is-
sue, an interview was conducted 
with Chris Ruhm, the assistant 
principal at RHS. Mr. Ruhm has 
revealed some crucial details re-
garding the future fence.

First and foremost, the soon-
to-be fence was part of a mea-
sure passed by the community, 
about a decade ago, in which 
Redlands Unified School Dis-
trict sites were to be made more 
secure and safe, according to 
Mr. Ruhm. As such, the cons-
truction of the upcoming fence 
is to assist in achieving this ob-
jective.

Yet in spite of this, the case 
seems to be that many students 

are unaware of the fence’s cons-
truction and the measure which 
helped allow it. Because of this 
fact , Mr. Ruhm believes it is 
important for everyone at Red-
lands High School to know that 
this was a decision made by 
them, the community of Red-
lands.

In regards to the scheduled 
time that construction of the 
fence will begin being worked 
on, Mr. Ruhm stated that a ge-
nerous estimate would be it be-
ginning in November, but also 
said that it’s more likely that 
construction will be postponed 
sometime in 2018. Note that 
this is just for the fence, and that 
the main gate is said to be insta-
lled during summer.

Regardless, the construc-
tion of the fence will take a lar-
ge amount of resources, as it is 
supposed to encircle and cover 
the huge distance the Redlands 
High School campus has, while 
at the same time being a large, 
sturdy, and durable fence. To 
add further to this, it was pro-

 On the fence
posed that the fence may pos-
sibly be around 8 feet tall and 
made of galvanized steel, could 
be a plausible explanation as to 
why people are unsure about the 
project’s completion date.

Keep in mind that Redlands 
High School consists of both a 
north campus and a south cam-
pus, meaning there will be a total 
of two fences built, with each cir-
cling around the entirety of each 
campus.

It is not entirely clear yet 
how the addition of a fence will 
play out in affecting the school 
campus, although it has been 
mentioned that South Campus 
parking lot will remain outside 
of the fence and that the current 
crosswalk linking South Campus 
and North Campus will not need 
to be changed in order to make 
the fence work.

Regardless, the creation of a 
fence will finally bring Redlands 
High School up to date with other 
Redlands Unified School District 
schools, such as Redlands East 
Valley High School and Citrus 

Valley High School, as these two 
schools, along with many other 
RUSD schools , already have 
campus fences of their own.

Speaking of which, Mr. Ruhm 
said that the upcoming fence will 
most likely resemble the appea-
rance of the fence at Redlands 
East Valley High School, as it will 
have a grayish silver color, and 
will partially contain chain links 
and plenty of iron rods.

Because of this appearance, 
some students have made the 
assumption that the purpose of 
this fence is to lock the students 
inside, much like a jail, when in 
actuality, the fences are being 
built there in order to secure 
Redlands High School from un-
authorized people entering in.

In fact, Mr Ruhm specifica-
lly felt that this point was very 
important for students to have 
knowledge of, as he stated that 
it’s, “Critical for the students 
to know that it’s (the fence) not 
there to keep them in and that 
it’s there to keep intruders out 
and to protect from the outside.”

One of the problems that 
Redlands High School has been 
recently facing is vandalism and 
intrusion, this occurring much 
more often than one would ex-
pect. Notable examples of this 
would be when an arsonist set 
multiple fires at Redlands High 
School in 2015 and when an in-
truder came at night nearly a 
year ago and broke several clas-
sroom windows. 

Mr. Ruhm also stated that 
it’s very common for wandering 
people to mistake Redlands High 
School for a public park at night, 
and hang around there. This has 
been a cause of extra work for the 
faculty however, as everyday be-
fore school starts, the staff have 
to spend their time searching for 
scattered litter, like empty bott-

les.
Since the creation of a fence 

would eliminate the need for this 
daily procedure, it seems that the 
construction of this fence will be 
a valuable asset in deterring and 
preventing these incidents from 
occurring. 

Another important thing to 
note about the construction of 
the fence, is that it is being built 
during a time where student se-
curity and safety is more impor-
tant than ever. Within the span of 
2 years, places next to Redlands 
High School have experienced 
tragic losses of life. Both the San 
Bernardino shooting and North 
Park Elementary school shoo-
ting have shown just how impor-
tant security is. The building of 
this fence is to help prevent these 
tragedies from happening.

Although it may be true that 
fences are not a new idea, it does 
not take away from the fact that 
it does secure and protect places 
from outsiders. 

Still, original or not, the fence 
will be a new addition to Red-
lands High School for both stu-
dents and faculty to get acquain-
ted with. This fact is made much 
more significant when taking 
into consideration the fact that 
this is the first time in Redlands 
High School’s long history of 126 
years, that there has ever been 
a fence, making this a large and 
unprecedented change.

No matter what though, Mr. 
Ruhm firmly believes that this 
new chapter of Redlands High 
School history will be one of 
great benefit, as it is his belief 
that the fence will be a very good 
thing for Redlands High School 
in both the short and long run, 
since it helps to protect students 
from outside intruders.

Samantha Dobey, Staff Writer

Lede: A topic for RHS is Nor-
th Campus and the related issues 
of the restrooms on North Cam-
pus.

RHS is comprised of two cam-
puses, North and South. Many 
students visit both campuses  
and utilize the resources of each. 

Mr.Ruhm, the assistant prin-
cipal, says the restrooms are, 
“Cleaned thoroughly daily and 
“touched up,” checked on twice 
a day.”

While this may be true, Er-
nesto Torres, an eleventh grader 
says that when he walks into the 
restroom, the first thing that he 
sees are, “overfilled trash cans 
with paper towels...drawings or 
writings marked on the walls.” 

Not only is cleanliness an 
apparent issue in the restrooms, 
it seems as though when someo-
ne tries to use the resources in 
the restrooms, it is typically mis-
sing. Geovanny Castillo, an ele-
venth grader says, “soap is usua-
lly missing and paper towels as 
well.” 

Based on the students we in-
terviewed, it seems likely that 
the restrooms are just not stoc-
ked enough. Mr. Ruhm says, “It 

is a heavily used restroom so it 
is possible that it was stocked in 
the morning and everything was 
used.  If there is every anything 
missing, come to North Campus 
office and we will get it restoc-
ked immediately.” Whereas one 
may have the time to go to Nor-
th Campus and ask for supplies, 
most students don’t. 

The time when students are 
expected to use the restroom is 
during the nine minute passing 
period. Already, if one were to 
add up the time it takes to cross 
campus and arrive at the next 
class, plus the time used to use 
the restroom, they are cutting it 
pretty close to being late. In the 
midst of all this, if students are 
expected to go to the office and 
ask for soap or other supplies, 
they are likely to guarantee 
themselves a spot in terrier de-
tainment. 

The lack of paper towels, soap, 
toilet paper, etc. is an external is-
sue, students expect to be dealt 
with. However, the drawing and 
marking on walls, is an internal 
issue which students can take 
the responsibility on.

Just as students are expec-
ted to use the restroom during 
passing period, students expect 

the restrooms to contain all the 
supplies necessary for them. 
     Keeping up with the topic of 
North Campus restrooms, the 
question arises of why don’t 
the restrooms gain the atten-
tion they need? Mr. Ruhm says, 
“They get as much attention as 
the other restrooms on campus.” 
When it comes down to it, what 
restrooms on campus are really 
up to the standards they should 
be at? 

Moving on from restrooms 
and entering a more generalized 
topic which is why North Cam-
pus is closed during lunch. 

North Campus being clo-
sed for lunch is, as Geovanny 
says because you cannot, “hang 
around.” Ernesto expands on 
this when he says, “students 
aren’t allowed to hang outside 
rooms.” 

Changing the perspective 
from student to administration, 
Mr. Ruhm says the reason North 
is closed during lunch is because, 
“There is no need to have it open 
for lunch.  There is plenty of 
room on South Campus for ever-
yone.  Students may go to North 
to go to a classroom.” 

While that is an accurate rea-

North campus blues
son, if students are already going 
to North Campus for lunch due 
to clubs, talking to teachers, or 
simply just to eat lunch in a clas-
sroom, then why can’t the cam-
pus just be open? 

There are two campuses, but 
only one open for lunch. Why 
should students be restricted 
just because there is ‘enough’ 
space on one campus? 

At the end of the day, students 
generally use restrooms and they 
are likely to continue using them 
even with the conditions they 
must endure. 

 

Rest in peace Krikorian
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A NEW STORE IN REDLANDS MAY GIVE TRADER JOES A RUN FOR THEIR MONEY
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Jenna Foster, Staff Writer

On September 1, 2017, Kriko-
rian, a historic staple of Red-
lands which first opened in 1997, 
has come to its end. 

Presumably, Harkins, loca-
ted in Mountain Grove, lead to 
Krikorian’s downfall. The well-
known movie theater has been 
replaced with Studio Movie Grill 
(SMG); once relaunched in 2018, 
the luxury cinema will be furnis-
hed with recliners that includes 
a varied American menu that 
is delivered to the guests’ seats 
when ordered any time throug-
hout the movie.

During the transition, SMG 
will continue to operate all exis-
ting auditoriums with 100% 
reserved seating. Following the 
relaunch in 2018, their website 
says that the new location will 
feature over 1,200 luxury recli-
ners in 14 auditoriums equipped 
with the latest digital projection, 
Dolby 3D, studio extreme large 
format auditoriums, and Q-SYS 
custom sound systems.

In comparison to Harkins, 
Studio Movie Grill offers 100% 
reserved seating through a thea-
ter kiosk, box office, or online, 
allowing one to choose specific 
seating locations for their desi-
red movie and show time.

The business plans to operate 
the theater “with the same care 
and attention you’ve come to 

Rest in peace Krikorian
expect from Krikorian Premiere 
Theatres, with the added conve-
nience of 100 percent reserved 
seating for a stress-free trip to 
the movies.”

Studio Movie Grill is a com-
pany dedicated to community 
outreach. By contributing to is-
sues impacting their teams, fa-
milies, and friends, SMG wishes 
for their involvement to extend 
past the walls of their theaters, 
“with an authentic and clear 
vision to make the world a bet-
ter place by opening hearts and 
minds, one story at a time.”

As stated by the company, 
“[m]ovies are one of the most 
powerful storytelling mediums 
in today’s society. They trigger a 
memory or an emotion, take us 
on a transformative journey that 
shapes our worldview, or intro-
duce us to the complexities and 
highlights of the human condi-
tion. Perhaps as important as 
the movies we watch are the me-
mories we create while sharing a 
meal together.”

In accordance with their be-
liefs, they have created the One 
Story Movement™, leveraging a 
platform for the company to use 
their power to do good. With 24 
locations in 9 states, SMG will 
host over 11 million guests in 
2017. By ordering through one 
of their menus marked with the 
SMG Chefs for Children badge, 
Studio Movie Grill will donate 

5% of the proceeds to non-profits 
serving Special Needs Children.

According to the SMG websi-
te, there are four different types 
of seats to sit at. “Table A and B 
seats share a table surface that 
offer either a desk style chair or 
stationary chair option. Counter-
top seats share a counter space 
for all parties on that row and 
offer a desk style chair option. 
The lounge seat with a tray table 
is a stationary chair that include 
a built-in tray table as well as a 
more expansive seating area. 
The reclining lounge seat with 
a tray table is a stationary chair 
that include a built-in tray table 
and the ability to power recline 
your chair. A matter of perso-
nal preference, all four seating 
options provide an exceptional 
dining and viewing experience” 
(studiomoviegrill.com).

Looking back on the Kriko-
rian website, the company remi-
nisces their 20 years of evidently 
being a significant part of the 
Redlands Community, as it had 
always been a major attraction. 

Krikorian sends their best 
wishes to the new movie theater, 
and bids a farewell to the audien-
ce, “If you miss clapping along to 
something before a movie, our 
Krikorian policy trailer can still 
be viewed before every show at 
our Buena Park Metroplex 18 
and San Clemente Cinema 6 Lo-
cations.”

Daniel Godinez, Staff Writer

Sprouts, a new store in Red-
lands, has brought healthy alter-
natives to the town.

Sprouts is a farmer’s market 
theme grocery store, that sells 
mostly natural and organic pro-
ducts.

Sprouts stands out different 
from most grocery stores, due to 
its fresh sushi made at the store, 
an oliver bar with 16 different ty-
pes of items, a salad bar, a juice 
bar, a sandwich bar, and its fres-
hly brewed coffee.

Sprouts sells in bulk; they 
have food in barrels and bags 

next to them, in which you can 
fill up your cart. Sprouts ensures 
healthy options.

A feature that Sprouts has is a 
“Recharge Relax” zone, in which 
there are tables and outlets whe-
re you can recharge your phone. 
There is a microwave with plastic 
utensils next to it. This is design 
for those who do not want to lea-
ve immediately, and just sit back 
and eat.

Established in 2002, Sprouts’ 
mission statement is “We belie-
ve healthy living is a journey and 
every meal is a choice. We love 
to inspire, educate and empower 
every person to eat healthier 

and live a better life. This isn’t 
just a mission. It’s our passion.” 
Standing by their passion they 
encourage their shoppers to live 
a wholesome life. Giving their 
shoppers robust recipes, tips, 
and articles on their Healthy Li-
ving Resources page online, on 
their website. Taking another 
step in helping the well-being of 
their shoppers they do not sell ci-
garettes, in their stores.

Sprouts is located at 560 W 
Stuart Ave, Redlands, CA 92373. 
It is nearby the old Krikorian 
Theatre, which is now called Stu-
dio Movie Grill. Go check it out 
for yourself.

A new store Sprouts up
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KRIKORIAN BEGINS ITS TRANSITION INTO 
STUDIO MOVIE 24 AND OUT OF REDLANDS

A NEW STORE IN REDLANDS MAY GIVE TRADER JOES A RUN FOR THEIR MONEY


