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Luca Azenaro-Acero, News Editor

WARNING: Major spoi-
lers for Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi ahead.

Lucasfilm - The release of 
the latest Star Wars mo-
vie and its new approach 
towards story telling

Being the ninth movie in the 
Star Wars franchise, (and the 
eighth in the numbered saga), 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi had 
high expectations set for it from 
the beginning. This is the third 
movie since Disney’s acquisition 
of Lucasfilm, following The Force 
Awakens and Rogue One. 

While the latter performed 
excellently, the former was a 
cultural sensation. The Force 
Awakens was a hit with the 
critics, and dominated the box 
office for months. It was thanks 
to the perfect circumstances, 
with many heralding the “return 
of Star Wars” with Mark Hamill, 
Carrie Fisher, and Harrison Ford 
all returning to reprise their ico-
nic roles as Luke, Leia, and Han 
respectively. 

Audiences loved it, although 
some criticism was thrown at the 
cookie cutter nature of the film 
as time wore on. It essentially 
rehashed the plot of the first 
movie in the saga, complete with 
a superweapon, a main character 
from a desert planet who isn’t 
aware of their parentage, a droid 
with vital information for the 
heroes… and yet, it worked. 

The goal of The Force 
Awakens wasn’t to innovate, but 
to reiterate and remind the au-
dience of what made Star Wars 
great. The Last Jedi was expected 
to not be a beat by beat copy of 
The Empire Strikes Back, and 
was marketed as such. 

“This is not going to go 
the way you think,” spat Luke 
Skywalker in each trailer, and 

sure enough, people expected 
to be surprised… and they were. 
Mystery boxes that had been ope-
ned but left unanswered in The 
Force Awakens weren’t just an-
swered, they were thrown away. 
The Last Jedi is my favorite of 
the new Star Wars films, but it 
does beg the question; what is 
the true value of shocking the au-
dience, and should it come at the 
sacrifice of good storytelling?

In order to see the problems 
with “plot twist storytelling”, one 
must look to the most popular 
pieces of entertainment today. 
Look at Game of Thrones, a 
series on HBO that rakes in mi-
llions of viewers for each episode. 

The show has gained a repu-
tation for the unexpected; killing 
off major characters a blink of 
the eye is commonplace for the 
series, so much so that some 
viewers have become annoyed in 
the show’s final few seasons. Not 
nearly as many major characters 
are dying, something fans have 
come to expect. 

Many other screenwriters 
have taken the wrong lessons 
from Game of Thrones, thinking 
that the shock value is what 
makes it entertaining. This is 
the very problem with modern 
writing; people forget that shock 
value is shallow. 

The reason Game of Thrones 
is so successful is because major 
deaths help to propel the story 
forwards. People don’t just die in 
the show for no reason, or to sim-
ply subvert our expectations. 

Major characters die because 
of their choices and actions, ul-
timately falling due to their own 
hubris… and moving the story 
forward significantly in doing so. 

I won’t spoil the show here, 
but anyone who has seen it 
knows that major deaths serve 
as plot devices, not as a way to 
shock the audience; it simply 

manages to do both, because it’s 
good storytelling. 

It is for this same reason 
that major deaths have gone 
down in the final seasons of the 
show. Characters can’t die left 
and right in the climax of the 
story, or else it devolves from 
good plot progression into a 
meaningless bloodbath where 
characters don’t matter. This 
would ultimately make for an 
unsatisfying conclusion. 

How does this tie in with The 
Last Jedi? Simply put, writers 
are taking away the wrong 
points from other successful 
pieces of media…. And it shows.

The purpose of The Last Jedi 
was to move the story forward, 
while answering some of the 
questions that the previous 
movie’s director/writer, JJ 
Abrams, had set up. Instead, 
it feels like Rian Johnson, (the 
director/writer of The Last 
Jedi), was more interested in 
subverting the expectations of 
the audience. 

People expected certain cha-
racters to be the major villain, 
but instead are shocked to find 
them cleaved in half in the 
middle of the movie. Parentage 
turns out to be irrelevant, which 
some found to be a slap in the 
face for the audience. Many 
unexpected twists and turns 
occur in the story, which landed 
with critics excellently, (the film 
is sitting at a 92% on Rotten 
Tomatoes), while audiences are 
divided. 

One has to wonder if the 
decisions made for this movie 
were a logical progression of 
thought, with shocking deaths 
sprinkling the entire film, or if 
they were simply put there by a 
board of writers who loudly pro-
claimed, “They’ll never expect 
this, right?” 

There is a disconnect with 

The Last Jedi; fans claim they 
wanted more of an original 
story, following The Force 
Awakens and its reiteration. 

When the story took a myriad 
of turns that actually diverted 
the film from being a copy of the 
original trilogy, people became 
outraged. Is this outrage due to 
a lack of familiarity, something 
that fans were up in arms about 
previously, or is Rian Johnson’s 
writing a result of the industry 
wide reliance on shock value? 

The trilogy isn’t complete, 
and won’t be until 2019, so there 
is plenty of time to speculate. 
With that said, this new trilogy 
can only be fully evaluated when 
it is complete. 

When that time comes, The 
Last Jedi can either be seen as 
an action packed, fun film that 
successfully moved the franchise 
into bold new directions… or it 
will simply be seen as the result 

of the entertainment industry’s 
fascination with plot twists and 
their lack of understanding of 
these plot devices. 

I love the film, because I went 
in with certain expectations that 
were decimated rather quickly, 
but I worry for the future of the 
trilogy after this film; will the 
ramifications of Johnson’s plot 
twists carry into the next film? 

Only time will reveal the 
effects of a movie influenced by 
the environment of the industry. 
If nothing else, it will serve as a 
reminder that surprising the au-
dience will only work if it makes 
sense for the story. 

As a middle chapter, The Last 
Jedi both succeeds and fails, 
but at least it had the courage to 
take a step into rampaging wa-
ters for both the franchise and 
the identity of the entertainment 
industry itself.

Jessica Sanchez, Staff Writer 

ABC Network - The new 
show The Good Doctor and 
how it portrays mentally di-
sabled people in an untradi-
tional manner.

There is a new show on the 
ABC network called The Good 
Doctor, which is about Doctor 
Shaun Murphy, who has autism 
and savant syndrome, a con-
dition in which an individual 
shows or demonstrates pro-
digious capabilities. Someone 
with savant syndrome tends to 
have autism or a serious mental 
disabilities or illness, yet this a 
very rare and remarkable con-
dition. 

Autism is usually found in 
early childhood and creates pro-
blems in communication as well 
as in forming relationships. The-
se two syndromes have affected 
the main character by making 
him a very talented individual 
who is unable to pick up on cer-
tain social cues that a normal 

person would be able to.
 Despite this, it does not 

cripple him, in fact if anything it 
is quite helpful as he is not affec-
ted by emotional things that 
most people tend to be hindered 
by. 

In the first episode you are 
introduced to Shaun Murphy, 
Claire Browne, Aaron Glassman, 
Neil Melendez,  Marcus An-
drews, Jessica Preston, Allegra 
Aoki, Jared Kalu, and lastly 
young vision of  Steve Murphy. 
It is in this specific episode that 
they debate whether or not to 
allow Dr. Murphy to become a 
surgical resident at San Jose St. 
Bonaventure Hospital, due to 
his condition. 

The viewers are able to see 
how someone with these unique 
capabilities are treated in these 
circumstances.

Then as the show progresses 
you see Doctor Murphy grow 
increasingly more confident in 
himself and his new environ-
ment. As one watches the show, 

they can see how he is treated 
differently than the others, and 
an even closer watch reveals that 
although some treat him as an 
equal, there are others treat him 
as if he is inferior to them.

 Doctor Murphy has been 
through a lot and he can handle 
what he is being put through, an 
example of this is when he says, 
“The day the rain smelled like ice 
cream, My bunny went to Hea-

ven in front of my eyes. The day 
that the copper pipes in the old 
building smelled like burnt food, 
My brother went to Heaven in 
front of my eyes. I couldn’t save 
them, it’s sad. Neither one had 
the chance to become an adult, 
they should have become adults. 
They should have had children 
of their own and loved those 
children and I want to make that 
possible for other people”.

 This quote provides the au-
dience some insight on why he 
wishes to be a doctor. 

He is able to grow more con-
fident with the show’s progres-
sion, as he continuously proves 
himself to his superiors as they 
test him.  

Autism is a very difficult 
thing to portray or even to talk 
about. Yet this show has won-
derful actors doing their part to 
help the audience understand 
what is happening in the head of 
someone with Autism. 

Autism has never been so-
mething that Hollywood has 

The Last Jedi and the 
problem with reiteration 

The Good Doctor
been able to portray in such a 
way that it is almost an exact re-
plica of someone who is of hig-
her function than most people 
with autism. 

Now that the media is taking 
on subjects that are attached 
with such a negative connota-
tion you can see our views being 
widened. 

The media is now shining 
light on a topic with this type of 
stigma which has shown ever-
yone that autism is not how 
you picture it in your head. The 
typical stereotype of autism is 
not what autism is actually like. 
People with autism are looked 
down upon and are portrayed as 
idiots, due to what most people 
tend to believe, even though it’s 
not true. 

Thankfully, this series shows 
how someone with autism 
handles everyday life in the real 
world, and we can only hope for 
more shows that take different 
approaches like The Good Doc-
tor.
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Cinserra Lutu, Staff Writer

Shopping and how the 
growing online market 
compares to traditional 
markets.

Shopping can either be a 
stressful or stress free experien-
ce, depending on which route 
the shopper decides to take. 

Shoppers can either do their 
shopping online or in store- 
both have advantages and di-
sadvantages that people should 
consider before choosing which 
they prefer.

Many will say that they prefer 
online shopping, especially, 
during the holidays because of 
their busy schedules- shopping 
online does not require any 
travelling, unless the customer 
ships the package to the store 
but other than that, it is accessi-
ble almost anywhere at anytime, 
which makes it convenient for 
those with hectic work or holi-
day schedules. 

Not only is it accessible but, 
it also has a much larger variety 
when it comes to products than 
it does in store- this also allows 
the customer to take their busi-
ness elsewhere, should the shop 
not have it or if another site has 
it for a better cost. Price is, ob-

viously, a key point in shopping. 
Online stores tend to usually 

have sales or discounts on 
certain items and promo codes 
that can help lower the price of 
both the cost of the item and the 
shipping fees, which is a huge 
plus for customer alike- they 
also have discount coupons and 
rebates. 

A huge plus for many who 
shop online would be crowd 
control. When shopping online, 
one wouldn’t have to be bothe-
red with crowds, which can 
make the shopping experience 
less stressful and slightly more 
enjoyable.

With that being said, there 
are, of course,a few negatives 
that go hand in hand with online 
shopping. 

One of the few would be 
quality-for most shoppers, all 
they have to rely is a review and 
a picture of said product. The 
customer couldn’t possibly know 
how the condition of the pro-
duct would turn out until they 
received said item- this applies 
to clothes, mainly, because the 
sizing chart online could differ 
from a larger to smaller scale 
than compared to the one in real 
life. 

Another problem that could 
arise while shopping is the 
legitimacy of the store- buyers 
could run the risk of ordering 
a product and giving away 
essential card information, not 
knowing if it is safe to shop from 
that retailer. 

Sometimes,shipping ex-
penses could be pricier than 
the product itself. Speaking of 
shipping, items can be backor-
dered and arrive late which is a 
common problem when it comes 
to online shopping.

For those, who don’t favor 
online shopping there is always 
an alternative- traditional shop-
ping. This would also be referred 
to as shopping in-store. 

There many advantages 
to shopping in-store such as 
viewing the product. With tradi-
tional shopping, the buyer can 
see and test out the quality of 
the product. 

For example, with clothes, 
the buy can decide for themsel-
ves if they want to purchase said 
item based on what the review 
they give the product. 

Like online stores, stores 
with locations also have promo-
tions and sales- buyers can use 
student and military discounts 

in-store while only some online 
retailers accept those types of 
discounts. 

Traditional shopping almost 
always doesn’t require any extra 
shipping costs or fees because 
typically once a person purcha-
ses an item, they leave with said 
item, meaning they wouldn’t 
have to worry about back orders 
or pesky shipping fees.

LIke online shopping, tradi-
tional shopping also comes with 
its flaws. For example, the hours 
of the store could change, espe-
cially, during the holiday season. 
Not only that but, making time 
to go out shopping could prove 
to be inconvenient because it’s 
not just the shopping that will 
take time but also the parking 
and long lines. 

Going to the shops can make 
it hard to compare prices and 
there is a limited selection avai-
lable in store.

For shoppers alike there are 
many methods and means to 
shop and whichever the person 
picks is entirely up to them and 
based on their preference- both 
have their own respected outco-
mes regardless of which way is 
chosen.

Shopping on the line

Cyrus Final, Staff Writer

Apple Inc - The iPhone 
X was recently released for 
the tenth anniversary of the 
iPhone.

The iPhone kickstarted a 
decade of change, innovation, 
and turning every industry on 
its head. 

This revolution began from 
the Motorola Razor and T-
Mobile’s Sidekick to the Apple 
iPhone with its touchscreens 
and revolutionary internet 
access.

The iPhone X was made by a 
company who has done nothing 
else  but change everything.

Apple Inc., now forty one 
years into a technological 
revolution and ten years into a 
communication revolution.

On November 3rd, 2017, 
Apple came out with the next 
giant step in mankind’s evolu-
tion. The iPhone X (pronounced 
ten) is a revolutionary device full 
of the newest features for the 
iPhone. 

Face ID is the most revolu-
tionary of these new features. It 
uses your facial structures and 
muscles as a password to open 
your phone. 

According to Apple there is 
only a one in a million chance 
someone else opens your phone 
with their face. This one in a mi-

llion stat is amazing compared 
to the one in fifty thousand of 
the previous Touch ID and even 
better than the generally easier 
to hack Android devices.

 Of course this comes as no 
surprise as Apple is the king of 
smartphone security and Face 
ID is just another giant leap for 
the tech giant. 

The latest iPhone X  is better 
than any other previous iPhone. 
It is the biggest leap in phones 
since the first iPhone came out. 

The phone has an OLED 
screen which is brighter and 
more colorful, due to the fact 
that OLED means they light 
themselves than Apple’s tradi-
tional LED screens on previous 
IPhones], which means they 
light a LCD display. 

The OLED screen also offers 
better battery life, which is 
very noticeable. For example 
my iPhone X’s battery lasts for 
about a day and a half. This is 
in spite of thefact that I listen 
to music for hours a day and 
watch plenty of shows on Netflix 
and yet my phone will still hav e 
more than half of its battery life. 

Still, one general issue with 
the OLED screen and not just 
the one in the Iphone X, is the 
chance of burn-in. Burn-in 
means an image can get burned 
into the screen. 

Apple has software coding 
against the burn-in and a auto-
brightness setting which will 
help with this, but there is still a 
chance of burn-in occurring.  If 
you leave a high contrast image 
on the screen for too long it 
causes burn-in the easiest. 

The most common burn-in 
on the iPhone X currently is that 
chance of a random distorted 
green line appearing down the 
side of the screen.

The camera  on the X is not 
much better than the iPhone 8’s 
or even the iPhone 7’s, but it has 
a few new features and it takes 
phenomenal photos.

 All three of the phones have 
a 12 megapixel camera but for 
the first time ever, the front 
facing camera has portrait mode 
on it so you can finally take 
those stellar selfies. 

Now anyone can become 
a photographer, because this 
camera makes every photo look 
amazing.

The feature that most people 
are worried about is the lack of a 
home button. To get anywhere, 
you swipe up from the bottom of 
the phone. 

Rest assured you get used 
to this very quickly, although it 
makes it weird being on a nor-
mal iPhone with a home button. 

The phone takes a lot of 

adjustments but once you make 
those mental adjustments it is 
better than any iPhone ever.

The iPhone X is the embo-
dment of Apple, as it is new, 
innovative, and easy to use.

One thing that most people 
won’t talk about is how great the 
phone feels in your hand. It is 
not slippery, it fits to your hands 
and has dual tabs at the top to 
pull down the notifications and 
command centers. 

The notification center tab 
feels far away when using one 
hand but from the lock screen 
you can scroll up from the 
middle of the screen (versus the 
bottom to open it) to go to the 
notification center. 

My favorite feature of all is 
actually something pretty sim-
ple. All notifications only show 
the app from which they come 
from until you unlock the phone 
through FaceID (before you 
swipe up to open).

Overall, the phone is not 
perfect but no phone is, that 
does not mean it is not both my 
favorite iPhone ever and my 
favorite phone on the market. 

It is a masterpiece with many 
pros and few cons.Sometimes it 
feels like art.

This phone definitely fits 
Apple’s motto, the iPhone X 
thinks different.

(HTTPS://WWW.APPLE.COM/IPHONE-X/)
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Morgan Taylor, Staff  Writer

Middle East - The global 
progress 0f women’s rights 
and how the Middle East is 
lagging behind

Women’s rights all across 
the world have been overlooked 
for many years, and although 
the issue has been addressed in 
some Western countries, there 
still remains regions that are 
handicapped by the unfortunate 
tradition of inequality. 

A good case in point being 
that women’s rights in the 
Middle East are largely disre-
garded, the issue exacerbated 
by Isis- and Taliban-controlled 
areas.

For thousands of years, 
women have been oppressed, 
subjected to violence and discri-
mination, and made to feel as 
though they are inferior to men. 
They weren’t given the same op-
portunities as men; women were 
made to stay at home instead of 
working, denied suffrage, and 
not allowed a higher education. 

Instead, in the 19th century, 
women were expected to cook, 
clean, and take care of the 
children, nothing more. In fact, 
the concept of allowing a woman 
education was both contradic-
tory and foreign to the social 
order of the time. Society had so 
ingrained this concept of women 
as subordinates that during 
World War II, women had to be 
convinced to work in the place 
of men; they felt that it wasn’t 
their place.

It was only in 1920 that the 
19th amendment was passed in 
the United States, and women 
were fi nally granted the right to 
vote. 

If it was less than a century 
ago that one of the most deve-
loped countries in the world, 
the United States, allowed 
women’s suffrage; imagine how 
far behind other, less-developed 
countries are.

In the Middle East, women’s 
suffrage is an extraordinarily 
new concept. In fact, the female 
population of Kuwait was given 
the right to vote just 12 years 
ago in 2005. For Saudi Arabia, it 
was in 2011, only 6 years ago.

 The time it took to achie-
ve this milestone may seem 
astonishing to Westerners, but 
to many Kuwaiti and Saudi wo-
men, suffrage is a new, exciting, 
forward-thinking prospect that 
they could have never had the 
chance to exercise otherwise.

This past year, however, 
many new freedoms have been 
presented to Middle Eastern wo-
men. For example, it was only 
in September of this year that 
Saudi Arabia allowed women 
the opportunity to drive. The 
law will go into effect in June 
2018, but how was it possible 
that such a basic human right 
was denied to women in the fi rst 
place?

The New York Times sheds 
some light on the matter as it 
states, “Some said that it was 
inappropriate in Saudi culture 
for women to drive, or that male 
drivers would not know how to 
handle having women in cars 
next to them. Others argued 
that allowing women to drive 
would lead to promiscuity and 

the collapse of the Saudi family. 
One cleric claimed — with no 
evidence — that driving har-
med women’s ovaries” (www.
nytimes.com). 

These astonishing opinions 
are not limited only to Saudi 
Arabia. They are spread out 
across the Middle East, and 
infl uence men in positions of 
authority to continue fostering 
this backwards way of thinking. 

Moreover, in many Middle 
Eastern and African cultures, it 
is considered preposterous to 
educate women. In reality, many 
believe that these patriarchal 
countries’ arrant disregard for 
women’s rights is greatly limi-
ting not only their world view, 
but their economy as well. 

Mr. Nathan Smith, an AP 
Human Geography teacher at 
RHS, aptly describes the overall 
importance and benefi ts of edu-
cating women, listing, “Lower 
population, higher economy, 
and general increased health.”

 “... some countries in that 
region [the Middle East] contain 
some of the highest birth rates 
and lowest development, due 
predominantly to confl ict and 
war. On top of that women’s 
rights are at a different stan-
dard than the rest of the world. 
Which means they are having 
children younger, and more of 
them; causing more dependents 
in countries with limited job op-
portunities thus compounding 
the issues and hindering overall 
development of the country,” 
says Mr. Smith. 

If women were granted the 
opportunity to work, the global 
economy would improve. The 
population of a country, which 
affects how the lowest social 
class lives, is also completely 
dependent on women and their 
education.

Mr. Smith says that by “...
educating women we drastically 
decrease population growth 
rate. Because education em-
powers women to think for 
themselves and make their own 
decisions despite outside pres-
sures... Typically college bound 
and professional women have 
much lower birth rate due to 
goals and aspirations not related 
to family life.”

When a population is contro-
lled and not over the carrying 
capacity (the number of people 
and organisms that a piece of 
land can support), then every in-
dividual in the area has a better 
lifestyle.

By not allowing a woman her 
much deserved education, the 
governments of both Middle 
Eastern and African countries 
are stifl ing brilliant minds and 
new possibilities. 

Additionally, in many Middle 
Eastern countries, women are 
not allowed to show any sign of 
Western infl uence. They can’t 
walk alone around town, wear 
makeup, or show any sign of 
defi ance. If a woman does, she 
is subject to violent acts such as 
being stoned to death, abused, 
or even killed to maintain her 
“honor.” 

In one instance, a woman 
was killed for marrying a 
Christian man, even though he 
converted to Islam because of 

Catching up
his love for her. However, wo-
men are “honor-killed” for any 
number of reasons. 

 An article from CBS news 
describes women who are killed 
to preserve their reputation, 
saying, “She is a sister who 
falls in love with a man not of 
her family’s choosing. She is a 
daughter who refuses to agree 
to an arranged marriage… She 
is a wife who can no longer stay 
in an abusive relationship and 
divorces her husband” (www.
cbsnews.com).

Meanwhile, men can dress 
how they want, say what they 
want, and do whatever they 
want. The hypocrisy is astoun-
ding. Men are allowed, encou-
raged even, to maintain several 
wives, but if a woman looks at a 
man other than her husband the 
wrong way, they can be raped, 
beaten, or killed. 

But why, one may ask, are 
polygamy and other unethical 
practices (like Sharia Law) per-
mitted in these countries? It’s 
because religion and the head 
of state aren’t separated, which 
means that what religion tea-
ches must be considered when 
making laws. 

One example of these 
religion-based laws is the requi-
rement for women to wear an 
“abaya,” which is a long black 
cloak that covers a woman from 
head to toe, albeit it is only in 
select middle eastern countries.  

Indeed, wearing abayas, 
hijabs, or other types of veils as 
a Muslim is regarded as a way 
to honor religion, and far be it 
from me to deny anybody of 
their right to express religion 
in a way they feel appropriate. 
But, it does become an issue 
when women are sometimes 
forced into wearing such types 
of clothing, and handled with 
violence if they refuse to comply 
with what the men command. 

Not only does this coercion 
intrude on a woman’s freedom 
of expression, but given the 

incredible heat of the Middle 
East, having to wear such heavy, 
dark clothing must be awful. In 
fact, Saudi Arabia is one of the 
only countries in the Middle 
East where wearing an abaya 
is a requirement for a woman, 
whether she is a Muslim or 
Christian, Islamic or foreign. 

To make matters worse, 
terrorist groups like ISIS and 
Al-Qaeda exacerbate the pro-
blem, “In northeastern Syria, 
the Al-Qaida-breakaway group 
called the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant forced women in 
areas under its control to cover 
their bodies, including hands 
and faces.” (www.haaretz.com). 
The women who live in ISIS-
controlled areas are especially 
subjected to violence and discri-
mination.

Despite the bigotry that 
is shown for women in some 
countries, they are making great 
strides towards equality. Some 
Middle Eastern countries are 
passing laws that penalize do-
mestic abuse and neglect. 

Haaretz, a Middle Eastern 
news site, says that in Kuwait, 
“Women earned the right to vote 
for the fi rst time in 2005, and in 
2009, four women won seats in 
parliament… Those [children] 
born to Kuwaiti mothers do get 
the same benefi ts as Kuwaiti 
citizens up until they’re 21. That 
includes free education, health 
care, and monetary benefi ts” 
(www.haaretz.com). 

Although women’s rights in 
the United States are incredibly 
advanced compared to other 
countries, women still face 
sexism daily. 

This is evident, as many 
women struggle against pay dis-
crepancies, sexual harassment, 
disrespect, and discrimination. 
All are dilemmas that have yet 
to be solved. 

Even in modern America, 
prominent fi gures in society 
are continually displaying their 
disrespect for women. For 
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example, President Trump, 
through a tape released during 
his presidential campaign, made 
vulgar comments about women.

In response, women orga-
nized a march, in January of 
2017, that protested President 
Trump’s statements. It also 
made clear that they would not 
tolerate men encroaching on a 
woman’s right to reproductive 
decisions, and supporting LGB-
TQ+ rights. 

Now, while I do agree with 
the sentiments expressed by 
the women’s march, the reason 
it started, President Trump’s 
comments, seems ridiculous to 
me. If the march was instigated 
because of a few ribald remarks, 
the fundamental purpose of the 
march falls short. 

At that point, it is implied 
that the women’s march did not 
stem from a desire to obtain 
equal opportunities, but to 
protest the new Trump admi-
nistration. If the march was 
really about combating sexism 
and lascivious presidents, why 
didn’t the protest include the 
controversies about Bill Clin-
ton, Ronald Reagan, or John F. 
Kennedy?

Why are people all across 
the country complaining about 
trivial remarks by President 
Trump when such atrocities are 
occurring in other countries? Is 
it because women’s rights only 
matter when they are personally 
affected? Is the question not of 
human rights, but of nationa-
lity?

 I simply believe that many 
people across the country did 
not want a conservative presi-
dent. 

In any case, women’s rights 
activists all across the world 
are breaking through barriers 
and contradicting social norms, 
making the world a safer place, 
and all the while continuing to 
promote equality. 
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