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Luca Azenaro-Acero, Staff Writer

The success of a horror mo-
vie is a strange thing. It can be a 
massive failure, as the recently 
released film The Snowman, 
which is being called one of the 
worst films of the year. 

On the flip side, the timidly 
critically received Happy Death 
Day has been doing rather well 
for itself, on a meager budget 
and no name actors. 

Horror is one of the most 
divisive and subjective genres 
out there; so what made IT such 
an absolute hit? 

Some attribute it to excellent 
casting, with Finn Wolfhard 
from Stranger Things being 
particularly well praised. 
Others believe the mass appeal 
of clowns as a terrifying force 
could have contributed to the 
film’s success, (anyone remem-
ber 2016’s clown incident?), as 
well as its critical acclaim. 

I would like to raise a 
different candidate for the 
cause of IT’s continued streak 
of dominating at the box office; 

the source material.
I picked up Stephen King’s 

IT recently, a 1,138 page behe-
moth of a book that promised 
hours upon hours of content. 
It fulfilled that promise, and 
it was thankfully an extremely 
enjoyable experience. The book 
is extensively detailed, almost 
to a fault, but I’ll elaborate on 
that topic later. The details that 
aren’t overwhelming are re-
markable in skill level, with Mr. 
King creating truly vivid and 
horrifying imagery with only his 
pen and paper.

The book jumps between 
two time periods, one set in the 
fifties and one in the eighties. 
Both settings cover the same 
set of characters, known as 
the Losers Club. The movie 
only covers the youth sections, 
although the upcoming sequel 
will be about the same charac-
ters as adults. 

The club of troublemaking 
misfits is excellently characte-
rized and their interactions are 
heartwarming and endearing, 
as well as realistic and tragic. 

Their dialogue varies signifi-
cantly from one another, and 
each member is unique and 
interesting in their own way.

The main event, Pennywi-
se, is far more detailed in the 
book. The titular creature has 
its mythology thoroughly delved 
into, with some fascinating 
twists and turns filling in the 
gaps of the character. One might 
worry that knowing too much 
about the creature would ruin 
the mystery, but Stephen King 
knows how to give us just the 
right amount of information 
without over explaining his 
universe. It, (the creature), is a 
formidable and terrifying villain, 
and whenever It showed up, 
I was engulfed in the ensuing 
events. 

My main gripe with the novel 
isn’t the length exactly; it’s 
how that long journey came to 
be. The book drags on in some 
points, with an insane amount 
of excessive description causing 
padding in the middle of the 
story. 

King likes to envelop the 

reader in his environments, but 
having too much description 
makes it overwhelming and ti-
ring. Thankfully, this is my only 
real complaint with the book, 
although there is a very, very 
weird decision with the children 
towards the end of the book, 
which you’ll definitely know it 
when you read it.

 It’s just a shame that such an 
excellent book becomes a trud-
ging chore on occasion, especia-
lly when the highs of the book 
are exceedingly towering.

Overall, IT is a genuinely 
amazing book with lovable cha-
racters, an engrossing narrative 
style, a consistently enjoyable 
story, and some of the best 
writing I have ever read. It is 
weighed down by some sections 
that drone on with menial tasks 
and meandering plotlines, all 
overly described and tiring. Re-
gardless, I highly recommend IT 
to anyone who loves horror…. or 
just a phenomenal story, from 
front to back. 

Is It Good?

Looking for red flags
Cyrus Final, Staff Writer

In response to NFL players 
kneeling for the Pledge of Alle-
giance, the country has been 
in an uproar. This raises the 
question: What constitutes the 
misuse of the American flag?

As the American flag waved 
ceremoniously in the autumn 
air, accompanied by the chorus 
of voices emanating throughout 
the stadium, Colin Kaepernick 
kneeled. He kneeled for the 
pledge, uttered by thousands 
of spectators, declared deter-
minedly by his teammates. Mr. 
Kaepernick started a frenzy of 
thoughts from the nation, with 
some calling his protest a “dis-
grace to the country”, labelling 
him as unpatriotic. However, 
others cited his motivation as 
a valid cause to dismiss the 
pledge. What constitutes the 
misuse of the American flag? 
What counts as disrespecting 
our country when it comes to 
the pledge? Who decides it?

First of all, why did Kae-
pernick kneel? He has been 
on record in several different 
interviews, discussing his moti-
vation. Ultimately, he believes 
that he cannot show pride in a 
country that oppresses African 
Americans and people of color. 
It is a statement against the 
treatment of people of color in 
the United States, and Kaeper-
nick has the right to express 
this belief.

The reaction to Kaepernick’s 

decision has been explosive. In 
the flurry of headlines, it is easy 
to forget his original goal when 
he kneeled back in 2016. In fact, 
many different football players 
have begun actively kneeling in 
order to show solidarity with 
Kaepernick; but has the original 
cause been diluted? 

It is a fair concern to wonder 
if the outpouring of Kaeper-
nick support has erupted due 
to Trump’s vulgar declaration 
towards the kneeling football 
player. The act of kneeling 
during the Pledge of Allegiance 
has been transformed from an 
issue of violence against specific 
ethnicities into defiance of 
Trump’s beliefs. It’s not surpri-
sing that Kaepernick’s initial 
message has been gradually 
diminished. Trump and many 
Conservatives have actively 
spoken out against Kaepernick’s 
actions, labelling them as 
blatant disrespect to the nation 
as a whole. Is this truly disres-
pectful to the country and its 
values?

In my opinion, no, it isn’t at 
all. Apparently, kneeling during 
the pledge, (which anyone as an 
American citizen has a genui-
ne right to act upon), is truly 
reprehensible. It disrespects 
America, right? Constitutional 
values and all that? Accor-
ding to the actual U.S. code of 
respecting the flag, “The flag 
should never touch anything 
beneath it, such as the ground, 
the floor, water, or merchandi-

se,” says the country. And yet, 
here we are, with American flag 
picnic blankets adorning the 
grass we lay it upon. 

How about dressing up in 
a costume with the American 
flag on it? Sorry, no. As the US 
Flag Code states, “No part of 
the flag should ever be used as 
a costume or athletic uniform.” 
This of course entails tracksuits, 
hats, masks, shirts, pants, and 
swimwear. So, that model on 
the cover of your magazine in an 

American flag themed bikini? 
That’s actually disrespecting the 
flag, according to the actual flag 
code of the country. Apparently, 
it’s okay to utilize the flag in all 
the ways listed above… but the 
second a person of color kneels 
because people of his ethnicity 
are being killed in the streets, 
it’s suddenly “disgusting” and 
“unpatriotic.”

It’s hypocritical to say which 
action is disrespecting the flag 
and which isn’t; one can’t simply 

pick and choose. The message 
Kaepernick has been trying 
to express has been muddled 
by those trying to challenge 
Trump’s attacks on the NFL. 
People refuse to acknowledge 
what the actual misuse of the 
flag is, only accepting truths that 
further their “patriotic anger.” 
The flag will keep on waving, 
regardless of who stands and 
who kneels. How about we let 
our people choose which stance 
they take?

ART \ ANDREW SHEBLE 
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We have better test scores
OPINIONS

Moumita, Staff Writer

At Redlands High School, 
a new technology based curri-
culum was implemented, yet 
because of this, a problem has 
arose: The technology RHS 
has does not fully support the 
lessons that our teachers want 
to teach. 

In the past few years, many 
classes have been given a new 
curriculum which integrates 
technology. Now most of our 
curriculum is reliant on techno-
logy, as many of the programs 
incorporate print and online 
materials. 

In the 2016-2017 school year, 
English classes 9-11 implemen-
ted a new curriculum called 
“myPerspectives”, which gives 
students a recyclable text and 
online access.  

For math classes, students 
have been using print and online 
textbooks accessible through 
electronic devices, since the 
2014-2015 school year. 

More recently, science classes 
have received laptop carts to 
work on online assignments. 

Additionally this year, the 
school district has adopted 
a brand new system called 
“Google Classroom” in which 
students are assigned a Gmail 
account.  

This  program allows tea-
chers and students to go paper-
less. It is a flexible way for teach 
ing and provides an effective 

communication process between 
teachers and students.

Now teachers can assign and 
collect work online in many di-
fferent formats. This also means 
that students can do their group 
work digitally, which makes 
doing work easier for both tea-
chers and students.   

To accomplish this, teachers 
and students mostly use Google 
and Microsoft Office programs 
in their class. These programs 
include Google Docs, Google 
Slides, Microsoft Word and 
Powerpoint, and are used for  
many assignments such as doing 
group projects or writing essays.

Many teachers and students 
think it is a great idea that they 
are using laptops to do their 
schoolwork.

One of these reasons is when 
students are doing their work at 
home and need to ask a question 
to their teacher; with Google 
Classroom students have the 
ability to ask their question. 

Another good reason for wor-
king on Google Docs is because 
it automatically saves the work 
wherever you left off. 

Also, students like using 
laptops because they can work 
together and collaborate with 
their teachers.

 Lastly, Google Docs helps 
students spell words correctly 
while also helping them to better 
understand the technology.

However, after having this 
new curriculum and system, 

Upgrade or Downgrade?
students and teachers are facing 
some problems when using 
laptops in class. 

Since we share the same 
bandwidth and network for 
laptops, the internet does not 
work sometimes when the stu-
dents use the laptops. 

Whenever this happens 
(which is very frequently), it 
takes laptops a long time to 
reconnect.  

There are also other pro-
blems, like the laptops screens 
not being cleaned, which makes 
it hard to see. 

Additionally, the batteries are 
worn and do not fully charge, 
causing students to have to use 
another laptop. 

Another problem is the 
exterior getting worn out as 
some of the keyboard keys are 
missing, which irritates students 
when they are middle of typing 
something. 

Also some students, face the  
problem of logging into their 
laptops, as it either does not let 
them login, or says their userna-
me or password is wrong. In this 
case, it once again wastes valua-
ble time, as they either have to 
use another laptop or restart. 

With all this time students 
spend on changing laptops and 
reconnecting, they could be 
doing their school work ins-
tead, but as the new curriculum 
places a heavy emphasis on 
laptops, this time is just wasted.

Yet, there was one student 

who had some positive com-
ments to say as Junior Brad 
Resler Schindler said that, “The 
New English curriculum puts a 
greater emphasis, on the  idea of 
literature and author’s stylistic 
choices. This however creates 
a muddled experience whereas 
many historical lessons are 
taught and often given more 
importance than actual English 
ideas.” 

Now, with regards to the ne-
gative aspects of the curriculum, 
there were many students who 
had something to say, starting 
with Junior Savannah Barrios 
who said, “I think this issue is 
extremely frustrating because 
it makes it difficult to get work 
done on time when your laptop 
won’t work or work extremely 
slow.” 

About the future, Eduardo 
Verduzco said, “I believe the dis-
trict should remake the network, 
and I will love to see this errors 
fix and more freedom while 
using the laptops.” 

Another student, Andrew 
Garcia said, “I think we should 
invest more money into the 
technological aspect of the 
classroom to minimize these 
problems.” 

Next, Junior Muhammad 
Ramadhan said, “In my opi-
nion, school should make some 
improvements with the IT de-
partment discussing like about 
the problem that affects our 
school internet access also, get-
ting more work after getting the 
new curriculum, more writing, 
doing more literature reading in 
class, most of the work having 
connection with the book.”

Finally, ELD Teacher Mrs. 
Shannon Quishenberry had a 
lot to say about the new curri-
culum as she stated, “There are 
some parts of it I like and others 
I don’t like. What I like is the 
variety of literature, it is not 
just the things we have already 
read and there is more diversity 
and that is interesting. I also 
like that the questions are more 
task-based.

“The things I do not like is 
not having internet connection, 
and sometimes my computer 
just freeze for a few hours. 
When students get thrown off 
the internet or their computer’s 
freeze or glitch, the kids don’t 
have the time that they need and 
again we are scrambling. Not 
everyone can just get online at 
home.”

With all this negative criti-
cism about the new curriculum 
there is definitely a need for for 
reforms to the system

Although it is true that there 
are many benefits from this new 
system, no one can take advan-
tage of them when their compu-
ters won’t even work.

The infrastructure for the 
computers needs to be impro-
ved so that we can count on our 
technology, so that teachers and 
students can work without any 
problem. 

Once this is accomplished, 
our new technlogy based curri-
culum can finally be utilized at 
it’s fullest potential.
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“I could not be more proud of 
the accomplishments of our 
students and staff. We have had 
many changes since I arrived: 
new curriculum in math and 
English 9-11, new state tests, 
higher enrollment in our A.P. 
classes. Yet the Terriers conti-
nue to grow, improve, and top 
other area schools.”

RHS has very high expecta-
tions, which seem to help our 
students. “Teachers are teaching 
the curriculum with fidelity, yet 
creating lessons that are cha-
llenging and engaging.  They do 
not shy away from hard work!” 
Bartells said.

“Our teachers maintain 
consistently high expectations, 
and our students rise to meet 
them. Overall, I am thrilled 
with our test scores.  Although 
tests only measure one aspect of 
learning, it is certainly wonder-
ful to see our students succeed, 
knowing how hard that they and 
their teachers work every day,” 
Bartells said.

It is difficult to pinpoint the 
exact reasons RHS continuously 

scores the highest in the District. 
Some claim it is the students, 
others, the teaching. “Most of 
the score is because of stu-
dents and teachers. But a small 
piece of our test scores are the 
responsibility of the district and 
site administration, for helping 
secure the right curriculum for 
our students, and ensuring that 
it is being delivered in every 
classroom,” Bartell said.

“We [teachers and admi-
nistrators] use scores from the 
previous year, and scores on 
common assessments, to help 
us predict how our students will 
perform on test scores.  Rather 
than develop plays, our teachers 
work together to find gaps in 
learning, and make sure to ad-
dress them before the test!”

 According to Bartells, all 
three high school principals do 
discuss school site test scores. 

“Of course, there is the usual 
good-natured competition. But 
we talk about things that our 
teachers are doing that help im-
prove learning, and share ideas.”

Mrs.Bartells praises the 

students, teachers and the dis-
trict saying “Most of the scores 
are because of students and 
teachers, but a small piece of 
our test scores are the respon-
sibility of the district and site 
administration, for helping 
secure the right curriculum for 
our students, and ensuring that 
it is being delivered in every 
classroom.”

Test scores are very impor-
tant for the school in many ways 
including our upcoming WASC 
certification. WASC stands for 
the Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges, and they 
are the accrediting body for our 
region.

“WASC accreditation is a 
school improvement process 
and therefore is a process that 
serves as the foundation for 
quality education. An accredi-
ted school is a statement to the 
broader community and the 
stakeholders that it is trustwor-
thy institution for student lear-
ning and committed to ongoing 
improvement.”

 

Cyrus Final, Staff Writer

One memorable event from 
our RHS/REV rivalry history is 
from the 2013-2014 school year. 
When REV won the Smudge 
Pot game, RHS screamed “we 
have better test scores!” RHS 
has held that mantra for years. 

RHS’ test scores are in a 
class by itself compared to the 
rest of Redlands Unified School 
District. The sports rivalry 
between RHS and REV pales 
in comparison when it comes 
to academics. The District data 
includes all three high schools: 
RHS, REV, and CV. 

Data from exams inclu-
ding AP, SAT and CAASPP, 
which stands for the California 
Assessment of Student Per-
formance and Progress, and is 
the Smarter Balanced test for 
for English and math Common 
Core standards, prove RHS is in 
the lead.

RHS put up higher percen-
tages in every aspect—a big part 
of this was the way RHS works 
together—from the students to 
the teachers to admin, all the 
way up to Ms.Kate Bartells, the 

woman in charge at RHS.
Here is what the data shows: 

RHS had 886 testers for AP 
exams in 2017 and boasts a 78% 
pass rate.  REV tested 1095 and 
has a 47% pass rate, and CV 
tested 1083 and has a 51% pass 
rate. 

For the SAT exam, RHS 
tested 77% of their students 
and 72% passed one or both 
portions of the SAT. REV tested 
82% and has a 66% passing 
rate and CV tested 77% and has 
a 62% passing rate for one or 
both portions of the test. 

The results from CAASPP 
shows RHS at 79.6% (ELA) and 
52.7% (math) at Meets or Exce-
eds Standards. REV has 67.7% 
(ELA) and 40.8% (math), while 
CV has 75.6% (ELA) and 47.1% 
(math) at Meets or Exceeds 
Standards.

2017 is not an isolated year. 
RHS has had measurable 
growth for the past few years in 
most areas tested, and has beat 
REV and CVHS time and time 
again. 

Principal Bartells had this 
to say about our test scores, 

We have better test scores
OPINIONS

The displayed in these graphs are from the first Redlands 

High School staff meeting of the 2017-2018 year. This data 

showcases that Redlands high school has a significantly bet-

ter Advanced Placement Testing pass rate than both Citrus 

Valley High School and Redlands East Valley High School. 

In terms of the CAASP test, RHS was the only school of the 

three to improve in both Math and ELA scores when com-

paring scores from 2017 to those from 2016. CVHS, howe-

ver only improved in math while disimproving in english. 

REVHS worsened in both the Math and ELA categories. 


