
Educated elysium or 
haunted haven?

Mariposa Elementary is known for it’s ominous and sinister aura / Photographer: Jessica Sanchez

Jenna Foster, Staff Writer

Mariposa Elementary School, 
located in Redlands, Calif., is a 
paranormal hot spot due to a 
circling rumor about a haunting 
figure who supposedly died on 
school property. 

 According to who 
tells the story, legend says that 
around the 1950s, a young boy 
by the name of Billy was either 
hit by a school bus or car while 
riding his bike, and was rushed 
to the school nurse. He either 
perished in the nurse’s office or 
in an ambulance shortly after the 
collision, but no one knows for 
sure. It is said that Billy’s spirit 
resides in the whereabouts of the 
nurse’s office.

Residents say that if you go 
to the school late at night and 
knock on the nurse’s office door, 
you will hear Billy knock back. 
Some say that his apparition 
rocks on the swings at night, 
craving missed opportunities 
of playtime. Students have said 
they could hear Billy speaking 
to them in the bathrooms during 
school hours.

Recurring paranormal in-
vestigators have prompted the 
school to post “No Trespassing” 
signs, staff to groan at the mere 
mention of Billy and police to 
install hidden cameras to snag 
ghostbusters.

After researching the legend 
of “Billy”, I decided to attest to 
the tale. 

At around 10:10 pm, I arrived 
at Mariposa Elementary to which 
I found had an eerie atmosphere. 
I recorded notes throughout my 
experience.

At approximately 10:16 pm as 
I was entering the school premi-
ses, I heard what sounded like a 
screech. 

Before I went on the trip, I 
downloaded a ghost detector 
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app to see what ominous events 
I would encounter. At 10:23 and 
10:24 pm, my phone detected an 
entity in the hallway where the 
administration office is, the lo-
cation where Billy is said to lurk. 

At 10:27 pm, I was walking 
down the hallway searching for 
the nurse’s office. As I got clo-
ser, I was sure I heard someone 
walking towards me, perhaps 
one of the janitors. I distinctly 
heard the sound of keys rattling. 
Not wanting to be caught, I ran 

around the corner of the buil-
ding. Less than two minutes la-
ter, I went to check if they were 
still wandering about the area. 
No one was there.

Heading to the playground, I 
heard what I thought was chains 
rattling. This was later debunked 
as the sprinklers hitting the bas-
ketball poles.

After walking around the pla-
yground, I headed to the nurse’s 
office. I cautiously knocked on 
the door three times, but I heard 

nothing. I impatiently knocked a 
few more times, wanting to hear 
something or someone knock 
back. Again, nothing. 

At this point it was around 
10:45 pm and I decided that my 
investigation was over. As I was 
getting ready to leave the school 
premises, I heard something 
running down the pavement. 
As much as I wanted to believe 
it was the spirit of Billy, I had to 
consider that the school was in 
the middle of a busy neighbor-

hood. 
Unfortunately, I did not ex-

perience any paranormal phe-
nomena on my short trip to Ma-
riposa Elementary. Although I 
don’t quite believe in the legend, 
the school proves itself to pos-
sess a sinister atmosphere late at 
night. 

According to Kurt Smith, di-
rector of community analysis 
and technology for the Redlands 
Police Department, the boy died 
in a hospital, not the school. 

Sofia Alfano, Staff Writer

Prospect Park is one of the 
oldest and largest parks in Red-
lands with a history of myste-
rious occurrences and alleged 
hauntings. Many people have 
claimed to have seen ghosts in 
the park around the theater area, 
the orange groves, and the bam-
boo forest.

 The most recent mis-
hap at Prospect Park was the 
arrest of a 34-year-old man who 
murdered a woman and dumped 
her body in the park. The vic-
tim was working as a prostitute 
in San Bernardino around the 
time she was raped and murde-
red. (KTLA). DNA evidence from 
this case linked to another 2003 
kidnapping and rape case of an 
unknown person by the same 
attacker.

 Rumors of a murder at 
Prospect Park can be dated back 
to 1967, where allegedly a young 
school girl was buried after a 
brutal attack in Prospect Park 
by her attacker. She allegedly 

cut through the orange groves 
while she was walking home 
from school. There have been 
reported ghost sightings of this 
same young school girl holding 
her books and walking around 
barefoot at Prospect. (Inside the 
Inland Empire).

 Murders and ghost 
sightings are not the only ques-
tionable deeds happening at 
Prospect. It is rumored to be a 
prime location for Satan wors-
hippers. It is rumored that Sa-
tan worshippers walk around 
the orange groves chanting and 
lighting fires at nighttime. 

 The theater is another 
location of Prospect that suppo-
sedly has many supernatural oc-
currences; visitors have claimed 
to have seen the seats open and 
close by themselves and hear 
footsteps running across the sta-
ge. There is rumor that a teenage 
girl was killed behind the stage, 
causing these supernatural occu-
rrences. 

 Redlands has a history 
of frightening murders. In 1952, 

Redlands High School junior 
Kathryn ‘Katie’ Knodel was ab-
ducted from her home and taken 
to Palm Springs where she was 
raped and beaten to death.

 Another Redlands mur-
der occurred in 1998 when 14 
year old Tristan Jensen went 
missing and was found six weeks 
later in a sewer. Jensen was mur-
dered by his acquaintance John 
Proctor Ramsen, a 15 year old 
who spent his time torturing and 
killing animals, who stabbed him 
and left his body in the sewer. 
Ramsen later confessed to stab-
bing Jensen after a heated argu-
ment .and threw his body in the 
sewer during broad daylight.

 Prospect Park has used 
their spooky location to their 
advantage in the past; Kimberly 
Crest was the location of a 1981 
slasher horror film titled Hell 
Night. Hell Night is a film that 
depicts a night of fraternity ha-
zing where a maniac terrorizes 
the students; Kimberly Crest was 
used for the exterior shots of the 
mansion.

An interesting Prospect
 Kimberly Crest’s exte-

rior has also appeared in Fleet-
wood Mac’s music video for “Big 
Love” in 1987.  Film shooting 
opportunities at Kimberly Crest 
is much more selective now be-
cause of the influx of fans coming 
to visit.

 There are other eerie lo-
cations in Redlands as well such 
as the Morey Mansion. Morey 
Mansion was built in 1890 by 
Sarah and David Morey. While 
living in the house, Sarah died of 
an illness and within a year Da-
vid had hung himself in his room

 When it was a bed and 

breakfast, guests of the Morey 
Mansion have reported paranor-
mal activity such as the sounds 
of children playing, having door 
knobs rattle in the middle of the 
night, and ghost sightings. The 
Morey Mansion is now a private 
residence.

 Barton Mansion is 
another mansion famous for 
ghostly activity, it was made fa-
mous by paranormal investiga-
tors in 2001. People often hear 
footsteps, have an intense feeling 
of being watched, and see a de-
monic face that appears throug-
hout the house.

An eerie snapshot of a storm drain at Prospect Park / Photographer: Audrey Ortiz
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Anysia Aguirre. Staff Writer

The RHS Piano class is a mu-
sic course which teaches basic 
piano theory and piano practice. 

Piano I is a first period that 
is taught by Mr. Jesse Diaz, the 
current choir director and piano 
program director. Mr. Diaz says 
he teaches his students basic 
music theories such as note na-
mes, note values, and rhythms in 
the class. 

“By the end of this class you 
will be able to play both hands 
independently. The student will 
also be able to read basic piano 
notations,” said Diaz.  

Mr. Diaz makes sure that stu-
dents are progressing throug-
hout the course of the semester. 
“There are both written and 
playing quizzes to ensure all stu-
dents are learning the correct 
techniques needed to effectively 
play the piano,” said Diaz. 

When asked about the type of 
student that fits this class, Mr. 
Diaz said, “A student who wants 
to learn how to read piano music 
and understands that learning a 
new instrument takes work, but 
practice makes perfect.”

The class is designed for stu-
dents who are brand new to the 
piano. Mr. Diaz says all students 
have to do if they are interes-
ted in the class, is speak to their 
school counselor about adding 
the course to their schedule. The 
class is a semester class and the-
re are two sections a year. This 
course is held in the piano lab 
located in room 62. 

Two Piano I students, Senior 
Vincent Rubio and Senior E’noa 
Dugaduga, describe the class as 

“very musical.” 
            “It is a fun class,” said 

Rubio. “I have learned to read 
music and music is rad!” 

“It’s good to learn the langua-
ge of music. I have also learned 
what a double bar line is and Mr. 
Diaz has taught me piano and its 
components,” Dugaduga said.

Student involvement in the 
arts is important, as Redlands 
High School has many valuable 
programs to offer. According to 
Diaz, “I consider participating 
in all of the performing arts clas-
ses here at RHS to be important. 
Join a choir, try-out for a theater 
production, or play in the mar-
ching band.  All students should 
get involved in something creati-
ve. It will make you a more well-
rounded student.” 

Students do not need a piano 
at home to be successful in Piano 
I, nor is it too late to begin lear-
ning how to play. Ample time for 
practice is provided during the 
regular classroom instruction. 
If needed, Mr. Diaz also allows 
time for practice before school 
and during lunch. Diaz himself 
did not learn to play the piano 
formally until college which hel-
ped him to prepare for his cu-
rrent career in secondary music 
education. 

Diaz has been a teacher for 
13 years but has been a teacher 
at RHS for 3. He presently is 
the director for Les Chanteuses, 
Chamber Singers, Cantare, and 
Varsity Men’s Choir. Mr. Diaz 
believes it is never too late to 
start learning piano. 

Keys to success

Featured Student Artist:              
Gabriela Machuca


