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the afamed Boston Red Sox-New York 
Yankees rivalry. The two teams have 
been in an epic battle for the division 
titles each of the last 100 + seasons.

But are there still bitter moments 
between Terriers and Wildcats that 
compare to the ones from this century-
long duel?

English teacher and ASB adviser Ka-
tie Baker knows much about the RHS/
REV rivalry.

When asked about the RHS-REV 
rivalry, Baker said “It is a real rival-
ry.” What makes it real? “The buy-in 
from the fans and passion for the game 
itself” Baker said. 

“I think it’s the starting point but 
it trickled into other sports and acti-
vities.”  

“On campus before I was ASB advi-
ser the rivalry game wasn’t a big deal 
on campus until the Smudge Pot game 
actually started,” Baker said.

“A lot of staffers graduated from 
RHS and have a lot of school spirit be-
cause of that. A lot of Alumni come 
back for that game and most staff sit 
under the scoreboard. The enthusiasm 
with students during the day is unreal 
and spills over to the players and the 
game becomes anyone’s game. 5 or 6 
of the last 8 games have been to the last 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m20v4B3kxN0)

Cyrus Final, Staff  Writer

Redlands High School - RHS and 
REV have had an historic rivalry over 
the last 20 years, and this rivalry is 
displayed through events like the up-
coming annual Smudge Pot game.

RHS and REV have been bitter ene-
mies from the very beginning, but has 
the passion for this rivalry died down? 

In bygone years, RHS and REV have 
upped the tension before the big game. 
RHS’ ASB typically decorates the entire 
campus in school colors, banners, pos-
ters and balloons to hype up our stu-
dent body and engage participants to 
attendance. For ASB, this requires tre-
mendous school spirit and equal parts 
caffeine as they decorate the campus 
many hours before the sun dawns. 

And it has not been a bad turnout 
either. RHS/REV game tickets always 
sell out days before the event and ever-
yone is donning their white and blue 
the night of the game. However, it has 
been a few years since REV students 
have foiled the early morning decorati-
ve efforts or driven through Citrus Ave. 
during lunchtime, shouting insults to 
dim the mood. 

Rivalry in this manner seems to only 
be used in sports nowadays, such as 

minute,” Baker said.
The Smudge Pot is arguably the 

largest public display where the rival 
schools get to see who trumps who 
for the year. The game started out of 
a long Redlands tradition. 

The history behind this derives 
from the fact that smudge pots used 
to be seen all over town. They were 
used to keep the orange tree fields 
warm to preserve the citrus fruit in 
freezing temperatures. When REV 
opened in the fall of 1997, they did 
not have a football team. However 
as soon as they built one, the very 
first RHS/REV game was soon sche-
duled. The prize was the half-blue 
and half-red painted smudge pot 
that represents the orange packing-
house tradition of Redlands. Now 
the smudge pot represents bragging 
rights for the RHS-REV rivalry. 

The winning team each fall keeps 
the smudge pot on display at the 
school and gets boasting rights. 

The history of the RHS having 
rival football schools actually dates 
back more than 20 years.  Establis-
hed in 1891, RHS has had many 
rivals, including the University of 
Southern California at one point. 
RHS was the only school in the In-

land Empire valley, during the early 
20th century and USC was our clo-
sest rival. RHS has managed to win 
a couple of  games against them, 
which occurred decades ago.

Fast forward to the mid 1900s 
and the valley expanded. Fontana 
High School quickly became our 
nearest rival. The Steelers, known for 
their post-WWII steelyards, were a 
strong competitor for the RHS/Ste-
eler game. 

This type of rivalry was focused 
mostly on football than anything 
else and many people had to drive 
nearly 20 miles to show their loyalty 
for their teams For nearly 40 years, 
RHS and Fontana High battled it out 
in the Terriers/Steelers games. 

People would stand in line for 
hours to buy tickets to witness the 
game and show their patronage for 
either the Fontana “Steelheads” or 
Team RHS, also known as the “Be-
verly Hills of San Bernardino Cou-
nty.” 

As RHS has had a long history 
of rivalry before REV came into the 
picture, the current RHS-REV may 
just as well fade and die out.
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A decision gone south?
Morgan Taylor, Staff  Writer

On September 5, 2017, Presi-
dent Trump has decided to rescind 
the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA), a program that is 
vital to the safety of about 800,000 
young immigrants in the United 
States today.

For those who are unaware of 
what DACA is -- or simply refuse to 
take their time to research it becau-
se it doesn’t directly affect them -- it 
is a program enacted by former pre-
sident Barack Obama that shields 
young undocumented immigrants 
brought in by their families from de-
portation, allowing them the legal 
ability to obtain work in the U.S., to 
acquire a driver’s license, and recei-
ve a social security number. 

There is a plentiful amount of in-
dividuals who believe the removal 
of this program would be benefi cial 
towards the country as a whole, but 
they seem to disregard important 
statistics; according to the U.S. Ci-
tizenship and Immigration Services 
(uscis.gov), there are an estimated 
787,580 young DACA immigrants 
as of 2017. 

In correlation, 91.4% of DREA-
Mers surveyed are currently emplo-
yed, averaging an annual income of 
about $36,231.91, 55.9% of which 
were not employed before DACA, 
as recorded by associate professor 
of political science at the Univer-
sity of California, San Diego, Tom 
K. Wong, in a 2017 national DACA 
study. With the loss of these emplo-
yers, the U.S. economy would lose 
approximately $430 billion over the 
course of the next 10 years. 

Seemingly, California and Texas 
with an estimated combination of 
329,000 DACA recipients, would 
suffer a total Gross Domestic Pro-
duct loss of $17.4 billion a year, ac-
cording to research conducted by 
the Center for American Progress 
(americanprogress.org).

Regarding the context of tax re-
venue, “ending DACA would redu-
ce Social Security and Medicare tax 
contributions by $24.6 billion over a 
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decade, half of which would have 
been paid by employers. Of the-
se contributions, the reduction 
in Social Security contributions 
would be $19.9 billion, while the 
reduction to Medicare contribu-
tions would be $4.6 billion” (ilrc.
org).  

In 2017, Wong, United We 
Dream (UWD), the National Im-
migration Law Center (NILC) 
, and the Center for American 
Progress held a study to analyze 
economic, employment, educa-
tional, and societal experiences 
by DACA recipients. The survey 
shows that 65% of recipients re-
ported purchasing their fi rst car, 
with an average cost of $16,469. 
Substantial investments such as 
these purchases account in state 
income, as most states amass a 
percentage of the purchase price 
in sales tax, along with additional 
registration and title fees (ameri-
canprogress.org).

On September 5, 2017, Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions held 
a speech directed towards the 
rescindment of DACA. In his 
remarks, he perpetuates a fun-
damental misconception of how 
the economy operates. Sessions 
denounces the notion of ack-
nowledging any sort of amnesty 
to the approximated 800,000 un-
documented individuals brought 
into the U.S. as children through 
no fault of their own. 

In a statement regarding 
DACA, president Trump claims 
that he was driven by a concern 
for “the millions of Americans 
victimized by this unfair sys-
tem.” Mr. Sessions said that the 
program had “denied jobs to 
hundreds of thousands of Ame-
ricans by allowing those same 
illegal aliens to take those jobs” 
(nytimes).

 Mr. Trump and Sessions as-
sert that those who illegally reside 
in the country are “lawbreakers 
who hurt native-born Americans 
by usurping their jobs and pus-
hing down wages.”

These phrases are drawn from 
the false allegations that immi-
grants are stealing jobs from 
American citizens, when there is 
no evidence to prove this.

In fact, according to The Fede-
ral Reserve, a shortage of quali-
fi ed U.S. workers has made hiring 
limited due to the persistent skills 
gap problem in the American 
economy. A report conducted by 
the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) showed that 36 million 
adults in the U.S. prove to be “low 
skilled”, causing there to be hiring 
issues across the country (www2.
ed.gov).        
                                                                                                                                        

A group of leading econo-
mists, demographers, and scho-
lars at the National Academies 
of Sciences, Engineering and 
Medicine assembled a report 
on the impacts of immigration. 
Their research summed up that 
immigrants had “little to no ne-
gative effects on overall wages 
and employment of native-born 
workers” and that “immigration 
has an overall positive impact on 
long-run economic growth in the 
United States” (nytimes). 

“DACA has unlocked the enor-
mous economic potential of this 
population,” said Tom Jawetz, 
vice president for immigration 
policy at the Center for American 
Progress. As a result of Wong’s 
survey, it is shown that roughly 
5% of recipients have started a 
business, compared to the 3.1% 
of Americans. 

In February 2016, there were 
about 5.6 million job openings, 
nearly “too many” says Patrick 
Gillespie, writer for CNN. An 
American Action Forum study 
found that if all undocumented 
immigrants were deported, there 
would not be enough American 
workers to fi ll the 6.8 million jobs 
that would be left open (america-
nactionforum.org). And even if all 
native workers replaced undocu-
mented immigrants, the country 

would still be short 4 million wor-
kers. In August 2017, the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics revealed that 
60.1% of Americans are emplo-
yed, compared to the aforemen-
tioned 91% of DACA recipients, 
who were also surveyed in August 
(bls.gov).

“These Dreamers are Ame-
ricans in their hearts, in their 
minds, in every single way but 
one: on paper,” says former pre-
sident Barack Obama. “ Kicking 
them out won’t lower the unem-
ployment rate, or lighten anyone’s 
taxes, or raise anybody’s wages.”

 In April 2017, a survey was 
conducted on how many Ameri-
cans had a college degree: 33.4% 
compared to 50.34% of DREA-
Mers. Of the thousands of reci-
pients surveyed by Wong, 65.3% 
say that they pursued educational 
opportunities that they previously 
could not before being approved 
by DACA. 

Twitter user Alisa Roacho, 19, 
is a DACA recipient attending Im-
perial Valley College. When asked 
how she felt about Trump’s res-
cindment, she responded, “I feel 
that his decision is not based on 
politics or even diplomacy, but 
racism and white supremacy.”

She says if it weren’t for the 
program, she would still be living 
in fear and hiding. “I wouldn’t be 
able to provide for myself,” she 
says. “Thanks to DACA, I’ve been 
able to work and obtain a driver’s 
license, buy two cars, and rent my 
fi rst apartment.”

“My dreams matter. I matter. 
Immigrants matter. And I, with 
thousands alongside me, will ne-
ver stop fi ghting.”

Like Alisa Roacho, 79.7% of 
DREAMers received their driver’s 
license for the fi rst time, 65% had 
bought their fi rst car, and 16% 
had become homeowners.

 The median age of these 
immigrants when they fi rst ente-
red the U.S. was 6.5 years old. 
These people have grown up in 
America, spent their whole lives 

as Americans. To the majority; 
they’re already citizens. To send 
them back to a country they may 
have never been before, tearing 
44.6% away from their families to 
a place where they have no home, 
or may not even speak their lan-
guage, is cruel and inhuman.

As a result of DACA, many 
individuals have not only earned 
their fi rst job (54.2%) but have 
also been able to obtain a job with 
better pay (68.5%); contributed 
greater amounts in state, local, 
and federal taxes; increased their 
educational attainment; suppor-
ted their families; and obtained 
state identifi cation and driver’s 
licenses. 

“What makes us American is 
not a question of what we look 
like, or where our names come 
from, or the way we pray. What 
makes us American is our fi deli-
ty to a set of ideals – that all of 
us are created equal; that all of 
us deserve the chance to make of 
our lives what we will; that all of 
us share an obligation to stand 
up, speak out, and secure our 
most cherished values for the next 
generation. That’s how America 
has traveled this far. That’s how, 
if we keep at it, we will ultimately 
reach that more perfect union,” 
says Obama. 

DACA represents an immense 
success in not only the American 
economy, but also the ability to 
allow young immigrants to apply 
their skills and education to better 
use for themselves and their fami-
lies without the constant fear of 
deportation. DACA does not grant 
citizenship; rather it has become 
a reassuring force to immigrants 
by giving them the opportunity to 
become a successful component 
of today’s society, allowing them 
to obtain a job and education in 
order to continue contributing 
to their communities. America 
is built upon the fundamentals 
of immigration, and would be 
nothing without it today.

https://cdn.americanprogress.org/content/uploads/2017/08/27165358/DACA-1024x683.jpg

https://cdn.americanprogress.org/content/uploads/2017/08/27165358/DACA-1024x683.jpg
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Brittney Lopez, Staff  Writer  
   Link Crew is one of the many 
clubs at RHS, of which it’s pur-
pose of Link Crew is to help tran-
sition freshmen into their first 
year of high school. This raises 
the question if Link Crew actua-
lly does assist freshmen in their 
transition to high school.

Link Crew is a student orien-
ted club where students join with 
the intention of mentoring their 
peers, along with focusing on con-
necting and interacting with fres-
hmen in order to accommodate 
their needs.

The demographic of Link Crew 
leaders consist mainly of juniors 
and seniors. Their job is to make 
sure the freshmen feel welcomed, 
and to do so, they host events such 
as “Cocoa and Cram”.

The way in which Link Crew 
operates is that a pair of leaders 

are assigned to a group of fresh-
men all year long and are suppo-
sed to keep in touch with them. 

However, other students, such 
as sophomore Anissa Oliva, ar-
gued that Link Crew leaders did 
make a difference, as she told us 
“Yes they were beneficial.”

When asked if Link Crew was 
beneficial in their freshman year, 
junior Victoria (Tori) Padilla res-
ponded “No. The Link Crew lea-
ders did not stay in touch over the 
course of the year.” Tori believes 
that the link crew leaders did not 
make a difference. 

Students were then asked if 
they felt comfortable asking their 
Link Crew leader for help throug-
hout the year, Tori said “No, be-
cause I was a scared little fresh-
man and I didn’t feel  comfortable 
talking to the older kids.”

Some students, such as Tori, 

do not feel comfortable talking 
to someone outside of their age 
group, especially when they are 
people they don’t know.

Other students have different 
outlooks on Link Crew, based 
on varying factors, a notable one 
being personality. In fact, Olivia 
Anissa believes that the kind per-
sonality of the Link Crew leaders 
shows through the way they com-
municate as she said that she,“felt 
comfortable since they were really 
welcoming.” 

Yet there are some students 
who believe that Link Crew is 
both a gimmick and an excuse for 
students make their transcripts 
look better.

With thoughts like these roa-
ming around campus, it raises 
the question if Link Crew leaders 
volunteer out of their generosity 
and genuine care for the wellness 

Weak Links?
of the freshmen’s comfortability at 
high school.

I am not stating this to either 
rock the boat or propose that all 
Link crew leaders are there for self-
interested reasons, but the reasons 
for which students join Link Crew 
may be that of an ulterior motive. 
Although I am absolutely positive 
that there are upperclassmen out 
there that genuinely care about the 
wellbeing of their peers. 

The most notable issue with 
Link Crew is the compromise when 
some Link Crew leaders don’t set 
aside time to talk to their mentees, 
meaning that communication with 
leaders can be difficult.

   Still, not all students will have 
both the same experience and inte-
raction with Link Crew. 

 Obviously, the accessibility 
and comfortability students have 
towards their Link Crew leader di-

ffers with everyone else’s relation-
ship. 

At the end of the day, the deci-
ding factor is the Link Crew leader 
themselves.

There are leaders who are self 
interested and there are leaders 
who genuinely care. Everyone’s ex-
perience with Link Crew is not the 
same, and one good or bad expe-
rience shouldn’t define the quality 
of everyone in the program. In all 
honesty, I believe that a situation is 
all that you make of it, and that it is 
not fair to polarize the members of 
Link Crew as either selfish or sel-
fless, there is always an in-between.

murder, and how it affects the plot 
each episode. 

On the surface, Riverdale has 
all of the components of a sappy 
coming-of-age sitcom, despe-
rately hoping its viewers will be 
affected by the innocence and nos-
talgia created and maintained by 
this small town. After binge wat-
ching only a few episodes, viewers 
will see it is only an illusion and 
the innocence and nostalgia is a 
disguise. There are characters to 
love, others to hate, some to trust 
and others to fear. 

Each episode begins “Our story 
is about a town, a small town, and 
the people who live in the town. 
From a distance, it presents itself 
like so many other small towns all 
over the world: safe, decent, inno-
cent. Get closer though, and you 
start seeing the shadows under-
neath…” What could possibly be 
more engrossing and gripping but 
a town embedded with secrets and 
a group of teens to disentangle the 
mystery?

The show’s creator has said 
Riverdale is “Archie meets Twin 
Peaks” (slate.com). The plot of the 
story is clearly to solve a murder, 
but unbeknownst to them, the 
teenage investigators in this cri-

me end up being factors in a conti-
nuing story. Events are surprising, 
and reality is stranger than fiction.

Season One left red-head Ar-
chie Andrews finishing the sum-
mer working construction with 
his dad, when a violent crime and 
an infamous murder cliffhanger 
cliche ensues. Betty Cooper, the 
girl-next-door, is now dating 
Jughead; all the while Kevin Ke-
ller, Betty’s gay best friend, is the 
Sheriff’s son and viewers quickly 
discern his indirect link with the 
murder plot. 

 The show’s writing is clearly 
the show’s genius. Riverdale is 
told in a fragmented story plot, 
where characters’ reflective me-
mories are shared to propose 
and piece together what possi-
bly happened or what did hap-
pen. Similar to other nonlinear 
story writing: flashbacks, flash 
forwards, and foreshadowing ele-
ments really enhance this drama 
and make average viewers turn to 
quick show addicts. Such expert 
script writing exists in few other 
popular shows such as How I 
Met Your Mother and American 
Horror Story. Riverdale certainly 
contains the elements to make it 
just as big.

Everyone in this town is to 
be treated with suspicious.  The 
only people that would have to be 
trustworthy are Jughead Jones, 
Fred Andrews, Kevin Keller, and 
Betty Cooper. They are all credi-
ble, despite being teenagers, due 
to the fact that they see both sides 
of the story. All throughout the 
show, these characters have dis-
played that they were the correct 
people to follow for even better 
clues that the show lays throug-
hout the show. 

The single most important ele-
ment in Riverdale is not a charac-
ter, but a place: Pop’s. Pop’s is the 
point of recognition in the story. 
It is the symbol of consensus and 
solidarity for this group of friends. 
It is a place of enlightenment and 
insight in this small town where 
adults cannot be trusted. It is the 
personification, in a way, of re-
cognition, theory and awareness. 
Archie, Betty and the crew meet 
there every episode to piece the 
story together, talk about their 
intell, leads, and assumptions as 
to who may know more about this 
murder. Jughead, the narrator, 
journals his thoughts about the 
murder on his laptop. 

This story grabs viewers by the 

Audrey  Ortiz, Staff Writer

  The new Netflix hit everyone is 
raving about.

Riverdale, loosely based on the 
Archie comics, is a high school teen 
drama consisting of five high school 
students being caught up in a mur-
der investigation.  

The show jam packs scandals, 
thievery and gossip all into a dense 
forty minutes. Yet, this show keeps 
viewers on their toes and looking 
forward for what’s coming up 
around the corner. 

For a little background informa-
tion, Riverdale students are balan-
cing school and the fact that there 
is a murderer in their town. New 
friendships are formed between 
the friends, but their parents, who 
have lived in Riverdale all their lives, 
keep long-standing bitterness since 
high school. 

Archie, Betty, Jughead, Veroni-
ca, Cheryl and Kevin are coming to-
gether to solve the murder of who 
killed Jason Bloom. 

The characters are relatable for 
everyone, in every aspect and ste-
reotype. The pretty girl, the mean 
girl, the new girl, the hot jock/musi-
cian and the weirdo—all are connec-
ted by their parents’ past, Jason’s 

Netflix has a new hit
heart strings. It makes viewers 
hope for the romance and brings 
viewers along for the ride that is 
Riverdale. The tone of the show 
is mysterious, especially with it 
having Jughead be the narrator 
for every episode. The way that 
Jughead displays the setting 
truly projects an image the entire 
season and show itself would be 
achieving. The setting of a small 
town truly shines light on what 
can happen within those small 
towns. 

Season Two is set to begin on 
October 11. What will be revealed 
this season is what every anxious 
viewer is hoping to find out. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/98/Riverdale.png


