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SPORTS

Cyrus Final , Staff  Writer  
Donald J. Trump critici-

zed the NFL for some ow-
ners allowing their players 
to “disrespect” our nation’s 
flag by kneeling during the 
national anthem in a peace-
ful protest.

The protest was heard round 
the world.

The day was August 14th 
2016. Colin Rand Kaepernick 
knelt during the national anthem 
in a 49er’s preseason game.

No one noticed.
The same exact event happe-

ned August 20th.
On August 26th he did it for 

the third time and the nation 
took notice. 

What was the protest for? Ra-
cial inequality in this country: 
an issue dating back before the 
original draft of the Constitution 
in America. Police Brutality such 
as recent offense against Seattle 
Seahawks defensive end Michael 
Bennett in which he was at a 
nightclub when gunshots went 
off and everyone ran. As he re-
called “Las Vegas police singled 
me out and pointed their guns at 

me for doing nothing more than 
simply being a black man in the 
wrong place at the wrong time.”

Originally it was Kaepernick 
and Kaepernick alone… Even-
tually his teammate Eric Reid 
joined him in this protest. 

As the days and NFL games 
have gone by with more and 
more people kneeling… Recently 
a few teams even stayed in the 
locker room until after the natio-
nal anthem. 

Jerry Jones, the Owner of the 
Dallas Cowboys, knelt with his 
team on September 25th 2017 
after previously saying Cowboys 
who kneel will be benched.

Why the change of heart? 
The tweets of one man. Do-

nald J. Trump, President of the 
United States of America.

He started on September with 
this tweet “If NFL fans refuse to 
go to games until players stop 
disrespecting our Flag & Coun-
try, you will see change take pla-
ce fast. Fire or suspend!”

Due to Twitter’s cap limit he 
continued in a second tweet sa-
ying…

“...NFL attendance and ra-
tings are WAY DOWN. Boring 
games yes, but many stay away 
because they love our country. 
League should back U.S.” Trump 
is right about one thing…. NFL 
ratings are down but they have 
been going down since 2015 a 
year before the protests started. 

October 8th, 2017 Vice presi-
dent Mike Pence went to a India-
napolis Colts game against the 
San Francisco 49’ers. The 49’ers 
are known to have the most pla-

yers protesting… which makes 
sense considering Kaepernick 
played for the Niners at the start 
of his protests.

Mr.Pence then left the game 
after the national anthem due to 
players kneeling

The vice president then relea-
sed this statement “I left today’s 
Colts game because President 
Trump and I will not dignify any 
event that disrespects our sol-
diers, our Flag, or our National 
Anthem,” 

There are a myriad of  issues 
with this statement.

No soldier died for your right 
to stand and salute a flag, They 
died for your right to choose… to 
protest.

If Trump was  so worried 
about disrespecting the flag and 
the national anthem then why 
did his wife have to remind him 
to put his hand over his heart 
during the national anthem at 
the White House Easter egg roll 
this year?

At least when most of these 
players kneel they put their hand 
over their heart.

The hypocrisy in this admi-
nistration is unbelievable.

The most interesting tidbit 
about all of this is this Trump ‘s 
quote from Jan 12th 2017,

“Peaceful protests are a hall-
mark of our democracy. Even if 
I don’t always agree, I recognize 
the rights of people to express 
their views.”

Yet he says  “Why is the NFL 
getting massive tax breaks while 
at the same time disrespecting 
our Anthem, Flag and Country? 

Change tax law!”?
Does this seem like pro peace-

ful protest?
Has kneeling during the na-

tional anthem ever killed someo-
ne?

No? Then it  is indeed peace-
ful.

Eric Reid, the 49ers’ defensi-
ve back and first player to kneel 
beside Kaepernick, had this to 
say about Mike Pence’s stunt 
“For me, that’s case in point for 
systematic oppression. He’s a 
powerful man — has a huge fo-
llowing, has a huge platform, 
and this is what he chooses to 
do: Fly in on taxpayer money to 
confuse the message that we’ve 
been working so hard to control 
the narrative on?”

If you were curious Pence’s 
trip from Las Vegas to Indy back 
to LA cost taxpayers an estima-
ted $120,000 according to CBS 
and that does not  include all the 
secret service members trans-
portation and hotel rooms.

The White House defense was 
Pence saved money by not  stop-
ping back in Washington D.C. 
before returning to L.A… this 
may prove a point without an ex-
planation.

Our president says he is 
pro this and pro that and turns 
around to dehumanize those 
who do things he doesn’t agree 
with. It is less professional… less 
presidential an act than almost 
any before it. Wouldn’t we rather 
have our president make his way 
on prohibition like the Kennedy’s 
than fake news and hate like the 
current administration.

Britney Lopez , Staff Writer

The girls tennis team is 
on a winning streak, ma-
king it to CIF and winning 
CBL. 

Girls tennis has done incre-
dibly well this season. Standing 
undefeated

with the help of their coach, 
Sean Comadena, they stood 
undefeated the whole season. 

Beating Redlands East Valley 
fifthteen to three and Yucaipa 
High School seventeen to one. 
Their stats being seventeen to 
zero overall. When it came time 
for CBL, their stats were eleven 
to zero. Which placed them first 

in CBL.
This year’s team is definitely 

a younger one than usual with 
a bigger demographic of lower 
class men such as Freshmen La-
yla Jimenez and Allison Castro. 
Regardless of being younger, 
they both play a key role in the 
success of the team. Both Layla 
and Allison excel in tennis along 
with sophomore Nidhi Kejriwal.

The terriers accepted fresh 
faces like Layla Jimenez, Allison 
Castro, Martina Daniel and 
Emily Castro to the team this 
year. Some exceptional players 
would be Layla and Allison who 
serve as the team’s number 2 
and 3 single slot players. Senior 

Harikan Saluja plays double 
team along  sophomore Nidhi 
Kejriwal.

One of the most valued team 
members would be Junior 
Kendall Bolock, She is one of the 
top singles player. Just arriving 
last year, she has already made 
a huge difference in the team. 
Winning the CBL singles title 
was definitely something that 
impacted the team. She has 
proved herself to be a valuable 
player on the team, amounting 
to so much in so little time.

As of September 18th, CIF 
Southern Section Championship 
ranked RHS in division 3. Both 
RHS and REV were placed in 
division 3. Redlands East Valley 
placed at number 6 under RHS. 
The girls efforts landed them a 
spot at number 2 on the division 
3 list. Right under Crescenta Va-

NFL vs Trump 

Sofia Alfano, Staff Writer

The RHS water polo team 
has been making great stri-
des this season thanks to 
their dedicated players such 
as Garrett Elkins and Gra-
ham Bernholtz. 

Garrett Elkins is a junior who 
became involved with water polo 
because of a friend. “I used to do 
swimming and my friend Tyler 
was trying to recruit people for 
the team. He then got me invol-
ved.” Elkins has been playing 
water polo for two years now. El-
kins’ position on the team is field 
player. As a field player, Elkins 
will swim up and down the field 
of play.

Graham Bernholtz is an 11th 
grader who has been participa-

ting in water polo from a young 
age. “I started playing when I was 
11 years old. My dad and brother 
played in high school.” Bernholtz 
is a set player for the team.

Water polo is a competitive 
sport played between two oppo-
sing teams. Elkins describes wa-
ter polo as “you try to score the 
ball in the opposing team’s cage 
for a point. Most points in the 
end wins.” Bernholtz would des-
cribe it as “like soccer in the wa-
ter and you play with one hand.”

The water polo team has been 
working hard this year. Bern-
holtz says, “we started off off ba-
lance. We are slowly growing as 
a family and getting stronger.” 
Elkins says, “I think our team is 
constantly improving and if we 

lley and above Poly, Long Beach, 
Royal, Ventura, Redlands East 
Valley, Carpinteria, Brea Olinda 
and Righetti.

In September 25, The girls 
were ranked at 2nd in division 
3 but Redlands East Valley was 
bumped down to rank 8.

Currently the CIF polls of Oct 
17th ranks the lady terriers at 
division 2 standing at number 9. 
Redlands East Valley still stands 

Garret and Graham can keep it up then we’ll have real 
potential.”

Elkins’ team goals for the year 
are big,“This year we’re working 
on making it to CIF and getting 
better as a team. CIF is the Ca-
lifornia Interscholastic Federa-
tion. It is the governing body for 
high school sports in California. 
He predicts that “If we work as 
hard as we can, we could place 
2nd or 3rd in league.” Bernholtz 
team goals are “To compete. We 
are getting better day by day.” 

There is a sense of camarade-
rie among the boys water polo 
team. Elkins says, “During the 
long tournaments and bus rides 
we build a lot of camaraderie.” 
Tradition is also part of team spi-
rit. “If we sing the Alma Mater 
on the bus, our coach has us do 
wall sits while singing the Alma 

Mater the next day at practice.” 
Elkins says. A wall sit is an exer-
cise done to strengthen the qua-
driceps by sitting back against a 
wall.

Bernholtz says that he has 
known the boys on the water 
polo team for a long time. “Most 
of us have known each other for 
a long time. From club water 
polo to friends at school.” 

Water polo is a physica-
lly intense sport. Both players 
have experienced injuries whi-
le playing. Elkins experienced 
an injury last year, “Last year I 
sprained my finger, but that’s 
the worst that’s happened to 
me.” Bernholtz says, “Yeah I’ve 
broken a finger playing during 
practice.”

Balancing school and sports 
is a skill that the water polo boys 

have learned. “Often times you 
miss school for games, but you 
also have to make up your work 
and remember school comes 
first. Many times you have to 
sacrifice sleep to balance water 
polo and school.” Elkins says. 
Bernholtz says, “School during 
the morning and practice in the 
afternoon. Homework when I 
get home, eat, sleep.” The boys 
are looking forward to a great 
season. 
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at division 3 according to the 
polls. 

The girls ranked second in 
CIF Southern Section division 
3 after the lady terriers won the 
Citrus Valley match 9 - 0.

A recent victory for the girls 
was winning their match 14-4 
over at JWNorth. They remain 
undefeated in their season at 
17-0 with their hard work and 
dedication to the program.
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Serving up a CBL
championship
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Vashti Elias and Annelise Zamora:
 Anysia Aguirre, Staff Writer

The Girls’ Varsity Volle-
yball team has a variety of 
team players that contribu-
te to the team such as Vashti 
Elias and Annelise Zamora. 

      Senior Vashti Elias and 
Junior Annelise Zamora are two 
out of the fourteen players on the 
team. Zamora plays right side. 
Elias is an outside hitter. 

  Elias started playing, here at 
RHS, the summer before fresh-
man year. She was encouraged 
by a coach at her middle school. 
“My teacher told me I was good 
and told me about the high 
school tryouts and that’s how I 
got into it” says Elias. She loves 
being a varsity player because 
during every  practice she is able 
to learn more about the sport 
and improve her technique. She 
doesn’t want to play volleyball 
professionally but would like to 
play during college.

     Zamora has an her own opi-

nion about the qualities descri-
bed in a “successful” team. “The 
most important quality in the 
team is to work together to win 
and to stay positive.”  She joined 
volleyball in  the summer of her 
freshman year of high school to 
participate and try something 
new. Although she doesn’t want 
to pursue volleyball as a career 
she considers it to be a “fun ho-
bby”. As a junior, her goal for 
next year’s season is to “have fun 
and win games.”  

    Players have faced some 
problems while playing volle-
yball. For Zamora, one the pro-
blems is that she has been too 
short. Elias’s problem would be 
trying to forget a bad play. 

  To both Elias and Zamora 
their team is extremely impor-
tant, according to these players. 
“I love my team  they all make 
my day so much better,” says 
Zamora. Girls’ Varsity Volleyball 
participates in team bondings 

and pasta feeds often. Elias’s fa-
vorite memory is when they beat 
Citrus Valley, last year and took 
their CBL title.. Through these 
events, the team is able to bond 
together inside and oututside of 
games and practices.

    This fall sport is open to an-
yone willing to join. To join,  just 
attend the tryouts, which are 
usually announced on the RHS 
daily bulletin, and  try your best!  
“Practice can help other girls im-
prove their technique” says Elias. 
As the saying goes, “practice 
makes perfect” so practice, prac-
tice, practice and work hard! “My 
advice would be to sure you talk 
to the coach to find out any infor-
mation and requirements, such 
as GPA. You want to know and 
once you make sure you balance 
your school work with practice.” 
suggested Elias. Coaches can be 
contacted by email,  which can 
be found on the RHS webpage.

VASHTI  GREETS TEAMMATE WITH A HIGH FIVE AFTER A WELL EARNED POINT      

Rev vs. Rhs football   
highlights

VASHTI  AND ANNALISE  GOOFING AROUND
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